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Students protest 
violence 
by Annie Avery 
On Saturday, April 14, about forty Bryn 
Mawrtyrs met in Pembroke Arch at 11:00 to 
go to a march and rally in Philadelphia, in 
protest of violence against abortion clinics. 
The group from Bryn Mawr and Haverford 
joined 300-400 other protesters who 
gathered at Logan Circle and marched from 
there to Independence Mall, where the rally 
took place. 
According to the Philadelphia Reproduc- 
tive Rights Organization, which coordinated 
teh march and rally, every abortion clinic in 
Philadelphia and many more across the 
country have experienced some form of har- 
rassment. These tactics can include 
"violence, bombing, death threats, kidnapp- 
ing, harrassment of clinical workers, in- 
timidation and physical violence against 
women entering clinics, sabotage and inva- 
sions of clinics including interruptions of 
abortions, even photographing and tracing 
names of clinic patients and making 
obscene and harrassing phone calls to their 
homes." 
Among the speakers at the rally was a 
staffer from the Women's Suburban Clinic, 
which was invaded by pro-life 
demonstrators in July. In what she termed 
"a very brutal and incompassionate way to 
voice their beliefs," the pro-life 
demonstrators occupied the clinic, handing 
out literature and harrassing both clinic staf- 
fers and patients. The clinic staffer pointed 
out that since funds for legalized abortions 
have been cut, already there are more self- 
inflicted abortions and more suicides 
because of pregnancy; she said "we can't 
allow a woman to be treated as a second- 
class citizen because of her financial status." 
Another speaker at the rally was Dr. Louis 
Gersley from Philadelphia General Hospital, 
who remembers how it was before abortion 
was legalized, and believes strongly that 
"We called the film The Silent Scream," 
which has been shown to all Pennsylvania 
legislators, "ridiculous and manipulative." 
He ended with his wish that the current 
United States Supreme Court will outlast 
Reagan's term in office, saying, "Never in 
my life have I prayed so hard for the lives of 
five elderly men." 
Junior Kathy Roth, one of the organizers 
of the group from Bryn Mawr, is arranging to 
have "The Silent Scream" shown on cam- 
pus, with a talk by Dr. Gersley following. She 
calls abortion an issue which is currently 
"fashionable" with the media, as evidenced 
by the coverage of Saturday's rally on two 
evening news broadcasts and in the 
Philadelphia Inquirer. Because of the media 
interest, Roth urges "anyone who cares 
about the issue" to get involved now, 
because "now, more than ever, you can 
make a difference." 
Aid cuts spark worry 
by Susan Bickford 
"It's something I'm worried 
about. . .anything can happen," was the 
response of Jerry Berenson, Bryn Mawr Col- 
lege's Director of Financial Aid, to the $2.3 
million reduction in student aid proposed in 
the Reagan administration's budget for next 
year. 
The biggest cut is in the federally sub- 
sidized Guaranteed Student Loan program. 
According to Berenson, about half of the 
students at Bryn Mawr borrow under this 
program. The budget makes families whose 
gross income is over $32,500 ineligible for 
GSL's; under this new plan, 60% of Bryn 
Mawr students now on financial aid would 
no longer be eligible for the loans. Ten per- 
cent of the students at Bryn Mawr College 
who get no other aid than the loans would 
no longer be eligible. In addition, as Beren- 
son points out, $32,500 is presently the me- 
dian income for financial aid families at 
Bryn Mawr, but as the cost of living in- 
creases, and incomes increase, within three 
years or so, 75-80% of financial aid 
students will not be eligible. 
If the legislation is passed the college will 
attempt to make changes in policy to 
counterbalance the cuts. The Coalition on 
Financing Higher Education, of which Bryn 
Mawr is a member, will be listening to finan- 
cial institutions propose alternative forms of 
funding. The college could get private loan 
sources, but could not possible subsidize to 
the extent that the government does. If the 
proposed loan program is enacted, the col- 
lege would have to guarantee loans, and try 
to partially subsidize them, which would 
probably end up reducing the money the 
college has available for grant aid. This in 
turn means more "admit/deny's": students 
who are accepted to the college with an 
acknowledged need for financial aid, but are 
not awarded any aid because the college 
does not have enough available funds. 
Berenson is unsure about the chances the 
lesislation has for being passed; these kinds 
of student aid cuts are similar to cuts pro- 
posed for the last four years, and there is a 
lot of support in Congress for student loans. 
Some Republicans are even indicating that 
these reductions are unacceptable. On the 
other hand, everyone agrees that the budget 
must be reduced, and "defense spending 
certainly isn't going to be cut." 
Berenson also added that "it's an area 
where the more letters written, the better": 
all students are urged to contact their 
representatives and senators and to express 
opposition to the proposed cuts. 
Bryn Mawr students march in Philadelphia in protest of violence against abortion clinics. 
Speaking at the rally were an abortion clinic staffer and a doctor. 
Rape culture exposed 
by Becky Young 
A rape culture is one in which rape motifs 
and gender stereotypes that legitimize rape 
are abundant and socially accepted. The 
Rape Culture Project is co-sponsored by 
Against Pornography, the Coalition for Ac 
tion on Women's Issues, the Office of Minor- 
ity Affairs, the Haverford Feminist Group 
and the Women's Alliance. It is intended to 
demonstrate that our culture is a rape 
culture, and to provide the knowledge and 
skills to help counteract the rape culture. 
The Project is a week long event, running 
from April 20-28, and includes a visual 
display, self-defense workshops, movies, 
lectures, and slide presentations. 
The visual display is comprised of nine 
different sections, including children's 
materials, college campus materials, 
classical art and literature, racism, popular 
art and literature, music, advertising, legal 
passages, and pornography. The sections 
each include materials which depict women 
in a weak, subordinate manner. 
By concentrating on different areas of our 
culture in the different sections of the visual 
display, the project's sponsors hope to il- 
lustrate how pervasive these damaging im- 
ages of women are; that the subtle and the 
blatant combine to teach women to be 'vic- 
tims,' and to encourage men to view women 
as objects. 
"People argue that men are shown 
without clothes or in seemingly vulnerable 
poses in the media, but men are rarely por- 
trayed as powerless," explained Jenny Trim- 
ble. "He may be lying there in his under- 
wear, but you can see his muscles, and he 
looks in control." The danger (in equating 
media images of men and women) comes 
from the fact that you see real differences in 
the actual result—women are raped; men 
are left alone." 
The movies to be shown include Killing 
Us Softly, a depiction of gender images in 
advertising, and t effects of these images. 
The second movie, Born in Flames, is an 
uplifting story of women who become dis- 
illusioned with various social movements 
and form their own movement. Following 
Killing CJs Softly on both days there will be 
a discussion of the film. A slide show com- 
piled by Women Against Pornography (a 
national organization to which BMC's 
Against Pornography is not officially 
attached) will be shown shortly afterwards, 
with discussion following. 
The first of the two lectures will be given 
by a law professor from the University of 
Pennsylvania, who will discuss "Por 
nography and the First Amendment." The 
second lecture will be given by Mary Ann 
Scott. Women's Health Coordinator for 
Haverford College, who will speak about 
"Why Our Culture is a Rape Culture." 
Refreshments will be served after the talk! 
As part of their effort to make the Rape 
Culture Project a constructive as well as a 
critical and educational project, the 
organizers have included positive images in 
the visual display, and will provide graffiti 
space for visitors to the display. This will 
allow more community members to par- 
ticipate in the project, and provide a forum 
for discussion of and reactions to the proj- 
ect. There will also be a self-defense work- 
shop given by Amulis, a Philadelphia 
Women's Martial Arts organization. Ad- 
vance registration is necesssary, since there 
is a maximum limit of 25 women for each of 
the two self-defense workshops, so if you are 
interested, contact Jenny Trimble, Renee 
Hill, or Jean Chang as soon as possible. 
Becky Young '86 and Binaifer Nowrojee '86 have been chosen to 
represent Bryn Mawr at the 1985 World Conference on Women in 
Nairobi, Kenya as part of the Seven Sisters College Delegation. The 
alternates are Kathy Roth '86 and Lori Webb '86. Young and Nowro- 
jee will be in Kenya for two weeks of July. Professors Bob Washing- 
ton and Phil Kilbride will meet them there. The purpose of the con- 
ference is to review and approve the United Nations Decade for 
Women. 
Bryn Mawr Director of Financial Aid Jerry Berenson is troubled by the 2.3 million dollar 
reduction in student aid proposed by the Reagan budget office. 
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Don't just study 
Activism at Bryn Mawr could conceivably take as many different 
forms as there are people in this community. A letter to the editor 
which calls activism "the logical extension of learning" places the 
whole concept in a new light: if we aren't somehow working with the 
education which we receive, hopefully using it to make a difference 
in our community, what is our reason for being here? 
For some of us, "activism" is putting together the College News as 
often and as thoughtfully as possible. For others, it is working with 
one of the politically-oriented groups on campus. There are women 
at Bryn Mawr who do counselling for rape victims, who work for 
political campaigns, who tutor elementary school children, and 
many more who are active in other ways. 
We see "activism" as actions which have a scope that is broader 
than the well-known "my work, my friends, my private life." It is do- 
ing something which reaches out into the community, even in a 
small way, and changes the community, somehow, for the better. We 
urge everyone to think about whether any education is complete 
without the added dimension of some personal commitment to ac- 
tivism. 
Thanks for help 
This issue of the College News will be the final one of the semester. 
We urge everyone who is at all interested in helping produce the Col- 
lege Mews to contact one of the editors at the beginning of next 
semester. Writers, editors and proofreaders are always needed; in 
addition, because Sherryl Statland will be graduating, the College 
News especially needs to hear from people who want to do 
photography next year. 
We want to thank everyone who contributed to any of the papers 
this semester, and especially those who wrote for this last issue. Be- 
tween the tensions of room draw and of the final exams and papers 
which are just around the corner, nobody really has much time or 
energy to spare. We appreciate the time, thought, and effort which 
went into the articles about women in the peace movement and 
other articles in this issue. 
Confronting racism a process 
Notes after a Women's Alliance meeting on 
Third- World feminism: 
Encountering limits: I am a white woman 
of privilege, and have been raised and accul- 
turated in a white American context. It is im- 
possible to surmount my racism. Possible to 
work toward such a goal, to expand my 
knowledge and conscience. Never possible 
to achieve a position of complete under- 
standing. Fighting against racism becomes 
a process, never a fulfillment. . .this both 
on the internal and external fronts. 
Ignorance is a manifestation of prejudice. 
To the extent that I am unaware of the forms 
and expressions of racial or sexual or class 
oppression, I reinforce their products. 
I have no right to speak for others who do 
not share my privilege, nor to interpret their 
words, nor to insist that I understand their 
position. One woman's oppression does not 
take the same form as another's. Moreover, I 
oppress others by virtue of my class and 
race, and it is essential that I recognize my 
dual role as one who is both privileged and 
victimized, that my victimization as a 
woman and as a lesbian is a function of the 
same structure of oppression in which I par 
ticipate. 
Recognition is a tool to use against the 
strictures of my position. Self-instruction, 
awareness. It is my own responsibility to 
learn; I burden those women whose experi- 
ence I do not share by asking them to in- 
struct me. Learning, recognizing, awaken- 
ing is painful. I always come upon greater 
limits to my understanding—never do I 
achieve understanding. 
However, I gain awareness. A process oc- 
curs. My limits expand as I learn. The pain of 
my limitation is partly alleviated by my 
moving, gradually, outward in spite of the 
boundaries I encounter. As for the pain of 
the contradiction inherent in my social posi- 
tion—that requires activism. 
Activism is the logical extension of learn- 
ing. If I choose to learn without acting upon 
my knowledge, I engage in a hypocrisy that 
is stifling, lethal. Should I choose not to act 
so, either my dual identity—white and 
female, privileged and victimized—rages 
against itself, or my sense of self deadens 
altogether. . .and I forget what I have 
learned. 
Vivion Vinson 
Who pays? 
I grow increasingly concerned as I read 
about those advocating supplying the infir- 
mary with contraceptives. From some of the 
articles in the News, it seems that students 
want these contraceptives to be subsidized 
so that everyone could affort them. My 
question is where do the funds used come 
from: a grant from outside, activities fees, a 
raise in the College insurance fees? Would I, 
as a Bryn Mawr student, end up subsidizing 
contraceptives whether I support the whole 
idea or not? I am concerned about this and 
invite anyone also concerned with this issue 
to answer. 
Cathy Christ'87 
Traditions» Salima Ikram &-Margaret Hoag 
It is right and proper that the oldest Hall should have the oldest ghost. Merion Hall's ghost 
is Lillian Vickers, class of 1903. She is one of the more tragic ghosts of Bryn Mawr. 
Legend has it that Miss Vickers lived on the third floor of Merion (now the large senior 
single opposite the bathroom). Not much is known about her. except that she had an aunt in 
Philadelphia, a not very sympathetic family, and a "mental condition." 
The circumstances surrounding her death are very peculiar. The very day she died (pro 
bably 21 December), President M. Carey Thomas heard about the death of another scholar 
at ten to one. Lillian Vickers died at a quarter to one. 
President M. C. Thomas feared "that her death was voluntary. . .She was not 
responsible." There is no documented^evidence about the manner in which she died; 
however, there are stories. It is said that Miss Vickers was obsessed with being clean, and that 
she used to clean herself regularly with alcohol. Legend has it that, on the day of her death, 
she had just annointed herself with alcohol when, as she passed a gas light, she caught on 
fire and burned to death. 
Over the years there have been regular sightings of Miss Vickers of the third floor of 
Merion. The most recent sighting occurred this past November and December. Miss Vickers 
seems to be benign; she just appears in peoples' rooms and gazes at them briefly, or else she 
polices the hallway. 
For further information see MCTs letter to Mr. Brodie, Dec. 31. 1901. (Reel 99.] 
We want to thank everyone who came to the Faculty Auction, and we especially want to 
thank the Faculty Members who donated items. We made $700.00, which will be used to 
buy books for the Women's Center in the new Student's Centre. Anyone who has sugges- 
tions for books please give us titles by April 25th. 
Author approves Anfang review 
I would like to compliment Kris Anderson 
("Attention, All Baby Germans," reprinted 
on November 7,1984 from the February 17, 
1982 issue of the College Neivs) on her 
astute analysis of the protagonist's dilemma 
in the German textbook, Anfang und Fort- 
schritt. of which I am a co-author. It is most 
gratifying to me and my colleagues to have 
achieved this kind of recognition at an in- 
stitution renowned for the intellectual quali- 
ty of its students. Ms. Anderson's review 
should serve as a model of literary analysis 
to students everywhere. 
It might interest students of German at 
Bryn Mawr to know that we rejected the 
publisher's request for a revision of Anfang 
und FortschriU; we simply could not bear to 
touch a hair on Tom's dear little head; nor 
could we write a sequel, as some students 
had requested, for Tom had no place to go. 
He will forever remain as he is, a monument 
to a lost generation. We wrote, instead, an 
entirely new book filled with a new genera- 
tion of vigorous women heroes whose per- 
sonalities wait to be probed. 
Ellin S.Feld 
Big sister participation urged 
The Big Sister/Little Sister Program Com- 
mittee Members announce the opening of 
Committee Head and Committee Members 
for the Big Sister Program in 1985-86. 
Please send a letter of interest including 
name, year, campus address, phone 
number and qualifications to Jeanine 
Donohue, Erdman by April 16. We will be 
interviewing for these positions starting the 
17th of April through the 20th. 
If you have any questions, please call 
Jeanine at 645-5533. We are looking for 
people interested in improving and expand- 
ing this new program. Thank you. 
Suzan Bur stein '86 
Jeanine Donohue '87 
Karla Dudzuk '85 
Ann Taylor '87 
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College Physician Frieda Woodruff and the pet racoon on her shoulder look ahead to 
healthful dining for Bryn Maw r students and their pets.. 
SGA overthrows self 
by K. Boudin 
The Bryn Mawr Self-Government 
Association Police State commenced at 
midnight on Wednesday, with simultaneous 
fire drills in every dorm on campus and a 
mandatory Plenary on Merion green im- 
mediately following. President-for-Life Ja- 
quie Worth presided over the meeting by 
torchlight. A revised version of the Constitu- 
tion was passed, as well as resolutions deal- 
ing with the Honor Board, the SGA 
treasury, and Bryn Mawr's identity as a 
women's college. 
Honor Board Head Amy Friedman, now 
known as Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, started by explaining the new 
Supreme Court procedures. Cases will be 
heard on alternate Tuesdays, if her answer- 
ing machine is turned on, if the moon is in 
its last quarter, and if there are no flights 
leaving at the time from Mexico City to any 
other cities in Mexico. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the Supreme Court will con- 
vene and hear cases over tea and croissants 
in the defendant's room, at her expense. 
Friedman explained that the new pro- 
cedures are advantageous, because she will 
now have some time to sleep and eat meals. 
The resolution was defeated by a resoun- 
ding voice vote, at which point Worth and 
Friedman cast their ballots and the resolu- 
tion was carried. 
Junior Jenny LeSar introduced the new 
improved constitution, which she and Mar- 
cy Epstein had revised over dinner with wine 
the night before. One of the major changes 
is that no dogs, cats, or small caged animals 
are allowed to run for major SGA Police 
State offices. Another change stipulates that 
in the case of the Vice-President assuming 
the role of President a new Vice-President 
shall be chosen from among "the close per- 
sonal friends of the President-for-Life and 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, at 
their discretion if they wish to do so, have 
enough time, not too many papers to write, 
and no pressing social engagements." 
The office of Dorm President was a part of 
the new constitution which was hotly 
debated after LeSar's presenation. The new 
proposal is to have the office of dorm presi- 
dent limited to no more than ten people per 
dorm, so that each is required to attend at 
least one SGA meeting, and they can take 
turns posting minutes in the bathroom. 
Friedman objected strongly, on the grounds 
that limiting the number of people who can 
hold office is out of line with Bryn Mawr's 
commitment to providing leadership oppor- 
tunities for women. The resolution was pass- 
ed, nevertheless, by an overwhelming voice 
vote of the Association. 
Next, Treasurer Laura Greene presented 
her resolution which proposes that all funds 
from the SGA common treasury be transfer- 
red into her personal checking account. 
After assuring the Association that she will 
"take real good care of it, I promise," the 
Association voted to approve the transfer of 
all eighty thousand dollars to Greene's per- 
sonal account. 
The final resolution dealt with Bryn 
Mawr's identity as a women's college. Worth 
and Friedman quickly concluded (as 
everyone was getting tired) that Bryn Mawr 
does have an identity as a women's college. 
The resolution was passed by a majority of 
the Association. 
Mawrtyr chow 
revolutionized 
by Morris T. Cat 
After months of heated debate, Frank 
Gladu and George Wilkins, Vice-President 
of Production for Purina, Incorporated, will 
be bringing their brainchild off the drawing 
board and into action. Come fall semester 
1985, the Bryn Mawr Food Service will be 
instituting Purina's newest line, Purina 
Mawrter Chow. 
Although the project is not in its finished 
stages, Wilkins and Gladu have some hints 
as to the new menu. They describe it as a 
wholesome mixture of grains, pure beef (Oh 
yum, no more meat by-products), and 
dehydrated fruit, all neatly compressed into 
tasty bite-sized kibbles and bits. No more 
mess, no more lengthy clean-up: food ser- 
vice workers can just ziplock the leftovers 
from our more finicky eaters, to be offered 
at a later date. Other items being considered 
for dining hall meals are a seafood buffet to 
replace the extremely expensive lobster din- 
ner myth we hear so often about. 
One plan that was particularly interesting 
>vas gearing the new Purina line to fit the 
diet and bodily needs of the Bryn Mawr stu- 
dent in each stage of her college cycle. 
Logic dictates that one mustn't feed your 
freshwoman like a senior. Thus, there is in 
the making a food plan for each of four 
stages of a Bryn Mawrtyr's life. 
An abundance of carbohydrates and Hap- 
py Pills will be added to freshwomen food, 
as to give them the short but creative spurts 
of energy they need for those tortuous all- 
nighters, and that delayed depressive effect 
to give them their deserved collapse into 
bed afterwards. Sophomores will have each 
chunk toasted in an Absolut Vodka-based 
gravy, with hints here and there of LSD, to 
help them visualize their major plans by spr- 
ing. Juniors will see an increase of starches 
in their Chow, to insure a full year of mental 
and academic hibernation. Finally, seniors 
will see a no beef diet, to prepare them for 
their probable future budgets upon gradu- 
ating from the College, and more of a 
choice of diet, such as liver snacks and a 
new Final's Night snack, Senior Biscuits. 
Bryn Mawr is synonymous with progres- 
sion. This is an obvious1 example of taking 
these first steps forward to faster, tastier, and 
more efficient dining. Kudos to Frank Gladu 
and to the people at Purina for all their time 
and energy. Bon Appetit. 
WANTED: TWELVE WITCH TRAINEES FOR ROCKEFELLER COVEN. 
Concerned and disgusted with the growing popularity of Rockefeller 
Hall? Feeling like just another Mawrter grind? Always wanted to fly 
without reservations? JOIN ME! Applicants should enjoy getting high, as 
levitation and flying will be primary coven activities. Must have lantern in 
working condition, and be willing to sport a bat robe. Preference will be 
given to present, former, or future Rockefeller residents, but other 
qualified applicants will be considered. No experience is necessary, but 
good spelling is a must. Only serious replies, please. Contact Szuszanna 
Budapest, c/o The College News. Hurry!!! Full moon this weekend. . . 
From the BMC Alumnae Notes, 
Class of 1978: 
Tied for intrigue is Rita Winston, 
who took her third (the highest) 
degree in witchcraft two years ago 
and is now qualified to be High 
Priestess of a Coven. She reports 
seeing several other Mawrtyrs as a 
Beltane Sabbat Celebration and 
gives the College credit for "a 
sound background in workshop of 
pagan goddesses." Rita lives in the 
Bronx and works in computers for 
AIG, in East Orange, N.J. 
Olivia, familiar to the Rockefeller Coven, 
relaxes between a seance and a levitation. 
Arrange 
work 
accordingly 
The following memo from the Office of the 
Undergraduate Dean was submitted to the 
College News several hours past the final 
print deadline. It was accompanied with a 
note detailing why the News' editors may not 
have enough credits to graduate and pass 
gym, and it is reprinted here in full 
The Dean's Office is pleased as punch to 
announce to the community that the Col- 
lege is casting financial care to the wind and 
installing brand new plumbing in all cam- 
pus buildings! Drilling will begin at 6 a.m. 
tomorrow outside all dorms; hammering at 
6:30, bashing at 6:45, crashing at 7, and 
blasting at 8. All access to Dalton will be 
confined to a single underground tunnel. 
Dorm residents will be asked to curtail bath- 
room use; morning and evening hours will 
be posted shortly. 
Students are requested to adjust their 
study and bathroom schedules accordingly. 
The Deans' Office is ever so grateful for your 
cooperation. 
Perplexing guide for women 
Thomas Great Hall lit up in order to receive visitors from the UFO hovering overhead. 
Monday, Apr. 1, 7 a.m. 
Deans' Office 
Tuesday, Apr. 2, 8 p.m. 
Thomas 110 
Wednesday, Apr. 3, 5 a.m. 
Schwartz Gym 
Friday, Apr. 5, 7 p.m. 
Merion Green 
Saturday, Apr. 6, 2 p.m. 
Bryn Mawr Women's Center 
"Cursing in the Real World," a lecture- 
demonstration for students woken by 6 a.m. drilling 
"How to Cope with Rejection," a support group for 
students who received room-draw numbers over 
-500 
Bryn Mawr Spring Football Training Camp begins; 
wear sweats and helmets 
Parade to welcome Bryn Mawr Football Team back 
from away season; Homecoming picnic 
Mary Daly, Alice Walker, and Simone de Beauvoir 
will hold a workshop on feminist writing in the '80s. 
' 
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Gate-crashing in the Holy Land 
Before we start in on the business of this 
week's narrative, a sort of political dis- 
claimer is in order. I don't want anyone wan- 
dering naively into this plot and being 
shocked, dismayed, and rudely awakened. 
This story isn't going to pull any punches: it 
is decidedly antiarcheology. That's right, it 
slanders practically the entire discipline: the 
stones, the bones, the pottery shards. 
Nobody gets off easily this time around. 
If you don't think you can handle the hard 
line approach, you'd better get out now. 
This could get messy. 
A score and a half of moons ago I hap- 
pened to be studying in Jerusalem. Accord- 
ing to the program I attended, my curricu- 
lum addressed culture in all its 
archeological and textual manifestations. 
According to me, the focus for the year was 
culture in all its edible and liquid forms. 
Thus our narrative finds me one balmy 
evening bodily touring the city's vast 
archeological museum complex, as the lec- 
turer droned into her third hour and we shuf- 
fled to perhaps the 800th display case of 
pottery shards. That's 800th or 900th, I'd by 
that time lost count. Yes, bodily I shuffled, 
but mentally I was concerned solely with my 
own pressing and personal cultural agenda: 
Any food in this tomb? Anywhere to slog a 
drink? 
"I'd like you all to pay particular attention 
to the pottery shard in this next case," the 
guide was saying, "although only a centi- 
meter square, we believe it to be an excel- 
lent example of pre-Babylonian dessert 
ware. 
"Dessert," I mused, "What a cultural con- 
cept. Perhaps a little field work is in order." I 
looked around—the time seemed apt for 
me to make a break for it. The group had 
clustered around the display case that 
housed that microscopic early corningware. 
I sidled unseen around the corner and 
dashed from the pottery shard rooms and 
back through the hall of broken columns 
and bricks, then I jogged through a few 
rooms of fabric shreds and glass chips to 
throw them off my trail. 
I paused to catch my breath in an un- 
familiar section of the museum, a long 
hallway draped with banners. Crowds of 
people were sauntering through—well 
dressed individuals moving away from the 
pottery shard domain. They all seemed to 
have the right idea, so I sauntered along with 
them, admiring the colorful banners. We 
filed along, a blithe and cheery throng. 
We all seemed to be heading towards a 
glass wall, which bordered a festively-lit 
courtyard. A party! We were heading for a 
party. There were more banners up ahead, 
and music! There was music up there, and 
waiters! There were waiters up ahead. And 
where there are waiters there's bound to be 
culture in all its edible and liquid forms. I 
upped the pace. Yes, there were waiters, and 
there were punch bowls! And champagne 
bottles! And platters of petit fours! Petit 
fours! 
"Excuse me," snapped the burly guard 
who stepped squarely in my path, "but 
where is your flower?" 
I blinked. This man was between me and 
those waiters and all that culture, and he was 
making perilously little sense. "My what?" 
"Your flower!" he barked. "International 
Rose Grower's Convention. No flower, no 
entrance. Order of His Honor the Mayor." 
Now that I noticed, all the other people, 
the guests of the Mayor, had red roses 
pinned to their shirts. I quickly appraised the 
critical points of the situation. They all had 
flowers. I had none. They were all breezing 
into the courtyard where the champagne 
punch and petit fours were. I was not breez- 
ing anywhere. That seemed to sum up the 
situation right there. 
The guard was now directing his barking 
elsewhere. As he stepped into his new vic- 
tim's path, I noticed a red patch on the floor 
behind him. A rose! A free ticket to the for- 
bidden mecca of champagne and petit 
fours. I had to move fast before the guard 
saw it. So I charged over, careened solidly 
into him, and flung my notebook over the 
rose. 
"Oh, excuse me," I apologized, picking up 
the book and the concealed flower, "I seem 
to have dropped my book, I'm so sorry, are 
you all right, what a silly thing to do, pardon 
me, oh my, excuse me." 
Amy Friedman 
The book's pages were empty, but it had 
finally come in handy for something. I stole 
around the corner, slipped the rose through 
my buttonhole, fluffed up its petals, 
dumped the notebook in a trash can. and 
strolled back towards the courtyard. The 
guard started when he saw me: I beamed, 
pointed to my lapel, chirped "good 
evening," and, with the serenity borne of an- 
ticipating a meaningful field work ex- 
perience, made straight for the punch. 
My official  report was as follows: Ex- 
cellent punch, a well thought-out vintage, 
fine petit fours, perhaps a tad too much 
sugar in the icing. There were cookies, also 
(good texture, I particularly liked the al- 
mond ones), chocolate mousse (very racy) 
and liquered fruit (good elan, a bit heavy in 
eclat). The mayor turned out to be a genial 
host, full of sound advice about rose 
hybrids. He complained that the cham- 
pagne punch at the official receptions he at- 
tended never had enough bubbles. He asked 
if anyone had any suggestions. I offered a 
few recipes of my own. Never add any soda. 
I said. The mayor was quite indebted, he 
said, and offered me a few bottles of 
champagne in gratitude. I graciously ac- 
cepted. I never risk offending the genial 
hosts at a site. It's one of the major rules of 
successful cultural field work. 
• * * 
Planning a jaunt soon? I will be presenting a 
student travel seminar on Thursday. April 25. 
at 10 p.m. in the Denbigh liuing room, 
discussing transportation, student discounts, 
safely for women traveling alone, hostels, 
itineraries, and just tons more. Eueryone is 
welcome to attend. 
Opinion 
Political statements important 
by Molly Reilly 
As some of the dust from Plenary settles, 
it may be worthwhile to take a moment to 
examine one of the resolutions discussed. 
Although it excited considerable emotion, 
the discussion of resolution number three 
was hopelessly confused and the resolution 
did not receive the sort of attention it de- 
served. The most crucial aspect of the reso- 
lution—that, if it were adopted, it could fun- 
damentally change politics on this campus 
—was overlooked. The resolution runs: 
Oey and Popenoe: marginal Mawrtyrs no more 
by Kristen Collins 
Why would a Haverford woman transfer 
to Bryn Mawr? Becky Poponoe and Sally 
Oey have been asked this question count- 
less times. Becky, a senior from Princeton, 
New Jersey, majoring in anthropology, was 
the first Ford ever to transfer to BMC. 
Sally, a junior double majoring in physics 
(HC) and Latin (BMC), from Ithaca, New 
York, was the second and only other Ford 
transfer. 
Becky was initially attracted to Haverford 
because of its Quaker background and its 
"tradition of social concern." At the time she 
was looking for a small co-ed college. 
Haverford was Sally's first choice school. 
She too liked the Quaker background, and 
also chose it for academic reasons, espe- 
cially astronomy. Becky and Sally agree 
that they didn't feel they fit in at HC. "I don't 
think that Haverford reflected who I am." 
says Sally, but on second thought, "I don't 
reflect Haverford." 
Becky's reasons for transferring reflect an 
affinity with Bryn Mawr. rather than any par- 
ticular complaint with Haverford. She began 
taking all her classes at BMC and lived in 
Erdman second semester of her sophomore 
year. She transferred between her 
sophomore and junior years. Since she lived 
at HC during the first few years of it being 
co-ed, she didn't feel the tension between 
HC and BMC women that seems so 
prevalent now. Her emphasis lies with BMC 
as a women's college, and her coming to 
understand the reasons for a women's col- 
lege. She states that it is "hard to escape sex- 
ist roles and values" although she didn't 
confront sexism blatantly at HC. She began 
to see where "things weren't quite fair." She 
liked having women professors, a "woman's 
perspective in the classroom," and the "ex- 
pectation of being able to achieve whatever I 
wanted to." She also liked the friendship and 
support, noting that it is "easier to make 
female friendships at BMC." Her perspective 
on feminism changed, coming to unders- 
tand it better. Looking back, "a lot of things I 
did like were a result of it being a women's 
college." 
Sally states that Haverford's social honor 
code "makes Haverford a real community." 
She liked that, but by the same token, 
because she didn't feel that HC reflected her- 
self, "I felt I was pressured to conform to the 
norm." At Bryn Mawr there "really is room 
for everybody." With Sally, the question of 
Why not just live at Bryn Mawr, why trans- 
fer?' is an important one. 
Sally, unlike Becky, had to deal with the 
phenomena of being classified as a Haver- 
ford woman, an unfortunate stereotype that 
has recently been under much criticism. 
Sally feels that "stereotypes are needed 
because we classify things" and "identifying 
things constitute knowledge," but that 
stereotypes become bad when applied to in- 
dividuals. Unfortunately, she says, "there is 
virtually no way of avoiding it." 
Sally lived at Bryn Mawr during her 
sophomore year, and transferred this sum- 
mer. The same stereotypes she felt pres- 
suring her to conform at HC made simply 
living at BMC difficult. At HC, "you don't 
feel put down, they're considerate, but I felt 
. outside." She sites a similar trend at BMC. It 
is the "particular anomaly of the Haverford 
woman." the tension and disparity felt be- 
tween the women of both colleges. "Male 
Fords don't need an identity (at BMC) 
because they fit." This isn't to say that Haver- 
ford women don't have an identity, but 
those who live at Bryn Mawr are subtly, or 
not so subtly, questioned. "Bryn Mawr also 
has a way of making you feel outside, unless 
you are a Mawrter." She loved Bryn Mawr. 
"it made me feel special, but still outside." 
Sally says the reason for this is that "Bryn 
Mawr is so Bryn Mawr." The same over- 
worked (but apt) phrase of cussed individ- 
ualism' makes Bryn Mawr what it is, but also 
puts pressure on those who are not full 
fledged Mawrters. 
Sally does not suggest that all women at 
HC transfer to BMC. She had "lots of friends 
who transferred (from HC), but for different 
reasons." She also says that Haverford is not 
a bad place, just not for her. 
No one usually questions transfer 
students so deeply on their choice and 
reasons, but because of both the close coop- 
eration and the tension between the two 
schools, Fords that transfer to BMC are scru- 
tinized closely. It is evident from speaking to 
both Becky and Sally that they came to 
appreciate Bryn Mawr for itself, felt that they 
belonged here, and wanted to be more than 
just marginal Mawrters. The final statement 
from both is very positive: "I never regretted 
it for a second." 
Rape Project Agenda 
Saturday, April 20, 1-3 p.m. 
Gymnastics room of Schwartz gym 
Saturday, April 20, 2:30-5 p.m. 
Thomas Great Hall 
Saturday, April 20, 2 p.m. 
Thomas 111 
Saturday, April 20, 3 p.m. 
Thomas 111 
Sunday, April 21, 1-3 p.m. 
Gymnastics room of Schwartz gym 
Sunday, April 21, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Thomas Great Hall 
Sunday, April 21, 2 p.m. 
Thomas 110 
Sunday, April 21, 3 p.m. 
Thomas 110 
Sunday, April 21, 8:30 p.m. 
Physics Lecture Room 
Tuesday, April 23, 4:15 p.m. 
place to be announced 
Thursday, April 25, 8:30 p.m. 
Haverford Women's Center 
Saturday, April 27 and Sunday, April 28 
Haverford; time and place to be announced 
Saturday, April 27 and Sunday, April 28 
Sunken Lounge, Haverford Dining Center 
Self Defense Workshop 
(advance registration necessary) 
Visual Display 
"Killing Us Softly" 
(discussion following) 
Slide Show 
Self Defense Workshop 
(advance registration necessary) 
Visual Display 
"Killing Us Softly" 
(discussion following) 
Slide Show 
"Born in Flames" 
Lecture: Pornography and the 
First Amendment 
Lecture: Why Our Culture is a Rape 
Culture (Mary Ann Scott) 
Forum on Violence Against Women 
Visual Display 
The Assembly of the Self-Govern- 
ment Association may serve as an in- 
strument for the expression of polit- 
ical beliefs directly determined by the 
Association. The exact mechanism 
shall be worked on and approved by 
the Assembly and then subjected to a 
dinner vote. 
The resolution is vague. And so, not sur- 
prisingly, it appeared as though nobody at 
Plenary really understood it. I do not claim 
to represent the intentions of those respon 
sible for the proposal of the bill. I want simp- 
ly to examine the resolution in light of the 
information available to me as a member of 
the Association who happened to attend 
Plenary. As it stands, the resolution seems 
to seek to establish a procedure whereby the 
SGA could make a political statement. And 
by political statement I think we all under- 
stand an expression of opinion concerning 
an issue in the world beyond BMC. Well, a 
constitutional amendment establishing a 
procedure to do precisely this was adopted 
in the Spring of 1982. This procedure was 
explained at Plenary. In essence, it allows 
that the SGA can take a poll and can release 
the results, specifying the percentage of the 
students polled who expressed the given po- 
litical sentiment. So. the new amendment 
must involve something else. What is the 
aim of the new resolution? 
Again. I must disclaim all knowledge of 
the intentions of those responsible of the 
proposal of the resolution. Rather, I wish to 
examine the resolution in light of the crude 
understanding of it which I was able to de- 
velop at Plenary. This understanding is: 
Members of the Assembly (i.e.. those 
elected to SGA offices) would be able to 
make a public statement of opinion, pre- 
sumably decided by a vote in the Assembly. 
This statement would represent the opinion 
of the members of the Association (i.e., you 
and me) insofar as the SGA Assembly 
members are our elected representatives. 
Is this desirable? Is it right? Does it not fly 
in the face of "cussed individualism"? I do 
not intend to address these questions, but to 
point out an important aspect of the issue 
which was ignored in the emotion of the dis- 
cussion at Plenary. This is the fact that the 
adoption of the resolution in the form des- 
cribed above could fundamentally change 
the nature of politics on this campus, one of 
the questions asked at Plenary did approach 
an understanding of this aspect of the 
resolution. Someone inquired whether a 
candidate for SGA office would have to 
divulge her political agenda. The answer 
given by the authorities was no. Indeed, 
Richard Nixon was elected in "68 with a 
secret plan to end the Viet Nam War. But 
generally it is to the candidate's advantage 
to state her position. And SGA elections 
could become focussed on significant polit- 
ical issues, not the rather trivial issues with 
which they are now concerned. In many 
other countries, student politics are organ- 
ized on the model of politics in the world be- 
yond the university. Potentially, this could 
make the campus much more politically 
aware. Resolution three, if it ever is dis- 
cussed again, must be discussed in terms of 
this potential, which is indeed an exciting 
potential. 
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Richmond receives grant 
Geraldine Richmond, Assistant professor of Chemistry, was recently awarded a President 
Young Investigator Award for $500,000. KARIN SCHWARTZ 
by Anne Murray 
Geraldine L. Richmond, assistant pro- 
fessor of chemistry, has recently been 
awarded a Presidential Young Investigator 
Award in recognition of her work in the field 
of laser chemistry and spectroscopy. 
These awards have been granted through 
the National Science Foundation and are in- 
tended to improve the capability of univer- 
sities to respond to the demand for highly 
qualified scientific and engineering person- 
nel for academic and industrial research. 
One of thirteen chemists out of nearly two 
hundred applicants to have been given this 
grant, Dr. Richmond will receive a sum of 
$100,000 per year over the next five years 
for continuing her research. The award is 
targeted for academic research scientists in 
the initial stages of their career. 
The proijects for which Richmond will use 
this funding are primarily concerned with 
the use of laser optics to study molecular 
structure and interactions in condensed 
media. Such projects include the study of 
the kinetic processes at electrode surfaces, 
the structure of proteins and the photo- 
chemistry of highly excited vibrational 
states of hydrocarbons. These are continu- 
ing studies of the type that she has been in- 
volved in over the past several years at Bryn 
Mawr. 
Richmond has also been one of twenty- 
three chemists nationwide to be selected for 
the Sloan Fellowship. This award is granted 
by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation and 
recognizes excellence in research and 
teaching. Richmond will receive $25,000 to 
aid her research and'related expenses. 
In January, Richmond was the first 
woman to be elected to the Board of the 
Western Spectroscopy Conference where 
she was an invited speaker at their annual 
conference. 
A professor and researcher at Bryn Mawr 
. College for five years, Richmond will move 
to the University of Oregon next year where 
she has accepted positions in the Chemistry 
department and Chemical Physics Institute. 
She will be involved in helping to create a 
Material Science Institute at the University 
of Oregon. 
Richmond is originally from Kansas and 
was an undergraduate at Kansas State 
University. She did her graduate work at the 
University of California at Berkeley where 
she received her training in chemical lasers. 
Barbara Smith: black feminism is not a new concept 
by Barbara Smith 
We come from a tradition ot struggle, 
and so it is only natural that women in our 
particular groups would be take-care-of- 
business kinds of people. (1 think this 
extends to all women of color, not just 
Afro-American women.) We have always 
faced sexual oppression, always faced racial 
oppression, always faced economic oppres- 
sion. Certain conditions came into existence 
in the late 1960s so that a women's move- 
ment—a resurgence of a women's move- 
ment—grew in this country. And with it 
came the blossoming of the feminism of 
women of color. But Black feminism is not 
a new concept, sometimes people ask 
me, "Why do you have to say you're a 
feminist?" or "Why do you have to say 
you're a lesbian?" I try to explain that if 1 
don't say it, then nobody knows why I have 
the particular commitment that I do. They 
won't know why I view political reality the 
way I do. I was lots of things before I was a 
feminist. I was an activist. I certainly was 
Black before I was a feminist. Feminism is 
something I claim because I claim it in the 
name of Black women. 
One of the reasons I can do that is that 
most of the organizing I have done around 
sexual politics has been with other women 
of color, particularly other Black women; I 
never had the experience, say, of being in 
NOW for Five years and then having to 
dispense vrtth the whole thing. In 1973, the 
National Black Feminist Organization had 
its first regional conference in New York, 
and my sister Beverly and I went to it. I 
think we both agree that in many ways it 
changed our lives to be in a room with so 
many Black women who, in 1973, were 
saying that they were feminists; in 1984, 
there are still many women who won't say 
it. It was an incredible experience, and a lot 
of our work since then has been with other 
third-world women. We worked on very 
broad-based and far-reaching issues, 
particularly in the Combahee River Collec- 
tive, and 1 would like to be more explicit 
about some of the things I feel most 
embodied what we meant and what I mean 
by Black feminism. 
I'm thinking in particular of 1979, when 
twelve Black women were murdered in 
Boston in less than six months. If you lived 
in Boston at the time, I'm sure you remem- 
ber the murders. If not, you probably never 
even knew they happened; they got no 
media coverage because, after all, they were 
only Black women. 1 speak all over the 
country, and when I'm talking about 
feminism and organizing, I often talk about 
the murders, because for me that was a 
pivotal time, in some ways the culmination 
of everything I had done, learned, tried to 
do utliil then. And 1 have found in going 
across the country that Black women are 
being murdered in droves and waves and 
epidemics all over: in Columbus, Ohio, at 
least three Black women have been 
murdered in the last few months. They 
always try to say that the murders are not 
connected, but when it always happens to a 
Black person who also always happens to 
be female and probably lives in a poorer 
section of the city, how can they not be con- 
nected? They are logically connected. 
When the Boston murders happened, one 
of the most important things that occurred 
was the building of coalitions unprecedent- 
ed in Boston's political history. As I ob- 
served the Mel King campaign of 1983 from 
New York, where I live now, 1 thought, 
"This is not the beginning of a coalition, 
not the beginning of the rainbow concept. 
We did much of that in 1979, when our 
section of the city was terrorized by these 
murders." All kinds of groups came 
together, people who ordinarily did not talk 
to each other then. It was incredible during 
this period of extreme crisis to be trying to 
bring together elements who had never 
worked together before. 
When the murders were first talked 
about, in January or February, they were 
discussed solely as racial crimes. By April, 
six Black women had been murdered, and 
there was a march in the South End to the 
sites where some of them had been found, 
followed by a rally. The speakers talked 
about race, but no one said a damn thing 
about the fact that sexual violence is the 
name of the game, and that it's global. It 
doesn't matter what the context is; if you're 
a woman, you're bound to suffer from it. 
I'm sure you know how many regimes all 
over this globe are practicing fascism, and 
whenever you read about cases of torture, 
disappearance, or political imprisonment, 
and the victim is a wqman, you know that 
part of that torture is sexual violence. And 
where do the military and right-wing forces 
get that idea—could it be because rape is a 
national pastime? 
I left that demonstration really upset, be- 
cause I knew that it was six Black women 
who'd been killed and that I and all my 
I 
Co-founder of The Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press and editor of Home Girls: A 
Black Feminist Anthology will speak at 2 p.m. on Sunday, April 28th, in Goodhart 
auditorium on "The movement that will save our lives: the feminism of women of color." 
Author to speak April 28th 
by Vivion Vinson 
Barbara Smith comes to Bryn Mawr to 
speak on April 28th. Her presence can act as 
a reminder and motivator to campus 
feminists: information about, and contacts 
with, third world feminism are easily ac- 
cessible. 
Michelle Parkerson writes in the April 
1984 issue of "Off Our Backs." a women's 
news journal in Washington, D.C.: 
"Barbara Smith is a Black Lesbian 
feminist organizer and activist, a scholar, a 
writer. She has produced much of the major 
literature on Black feminism, including 
Conditions Rue, the Black Women's Issue, 
co-edited with Lorraine Bethel in 1979 and 
All the Women Are White, All the Blacks Are 
Men, But Some Of Us Are Brave, a primer for 
Black Women's Studies edited with Gloria T 
Hull and Patricia Bell Scott in 1982. 
"Those aware of Barbara Smith's 
numerous contributions have, since the 
mid-'70s, recognized her enduring political 
commitment. 
"She was an original member of Boston's 
Combahee River Collective, a pivotal Black 
feminist organization. She has also taught 
Black literature and courses on Black 
women writers in universities and prisons. 
"Barbara Smith's essays and articles are 
widely published. Among them: "Toward a 
Black Feminist Criticism," a landmark 
essay on the feminist sensibilities of Black 
women (Conditions: Two, 1977 and Yours in 
Struggle, a forthcoming collection on racism 
and anti-semitism written with Southern 
feminist Minnie Bruce Pratt and 
editor/writer Elly Bulkin. She is a founding 
member of Kitchen Table: Women of Color 
Press. Her latest publication^ Home Girls, A 
Black Feminist Anthology (Kitchen Table 
Press, 1983)." 
To contact Kitchen Table: Women of Col- 
or Press for Catalogues and information, 
write to Box 2753 Rockefeller Center Sta- 
tion, New York 10185. 
friends were potentially the next 
victims—there was more happening than 
just racial politics or class politics. So the 
Combahee River Collective wrote a pam- 
phlet about how sexual violence connects to 
racial violence and economic exploitation, 
and listing things to do to protect yourself. 
It was the first published, tangible thing 
that came out about the murders, that 
people could use. It was the first thing that 
did not dismiss the murders or imply that 
these women deserved to die because "they 
might have been prostitutes or runaways." 
We printed 2,000 of the pamphlets at 
first, Shd they were gone almost immedi- 
ately. (Even some of you who were involved 
in that work may not know that at least 
30,000 were distributed by the time we were 
finished: we kept going hacjc to the printer.) 
The pamphlet wasoriginally^printed in both 
English ana* Spanish because we assumed, 
as Black feminists, that our concern was 
not just with Afro-American, English- 
speaking people, or with people who could 
read English. We wanted every woman to 
feel some kind of solidarity and some kind 
of protection. And there were many other 
activities around the murders besides the 
pamphlet; it was a coalition. I saw people 
sitting together in rooms who I didn't think 
would ever have anything to do with each 
other, although I'm not saying that there 
weren't whispers and looks behind people's 
backs—for example, a lot of the people 
who showed up for the work were, of 
course, lesbians, white lesbians. There was 
an interesting mix, much like the Mel King 
campaign. 
This organizing embodied the kind of 
work that I feel is most important. It was a 
coalition effort that got at a bottom-line 
issue—murder—and dealt with a feminist 
issue, sexual violence. I always feel the need 
to honor it, particularly when I'm standing 
on the very soil on which it happened. 
Those of us who lived through it should 
always respect ourselves for the work we 
did, for showing power and resistance in- 
stead of lying down and taking it. 
What kinds of things are we doing now as 
Black feminists? Given that we're affected 
by every kind of oppression, every kind of 
"ism" that affects third-world women and 
third-world people, you can imagine the 
range of our work. One of the things that 
has happened in recent years is the building 
of third-world women's institutions, like 
Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press, the 
Third World Women's Archives in New 
York City, the Black Women's Health 
Project in Atlanta, the Black women's self- 
help groups in Washington, D.C.—I could 
list about three pages of activities. Institu- 
tion-building is absolutely crucial, because 
we don't ever know what we think until we 
ask ourselves, don't know what we need 
until we ask ourselves. We have to sit down 
and communicate I'm sure her identity was 
much more solidified after talking to this 
other Black woman connected to her by 
blood That's why we need autonomous 
institutions and why we're building them. 
But we  are not separatists.  That's a 
common misconception about feminism in 
general and about third-world feminism, 
too—that because we say we're Black and 
(Continued on page 10) 
PAGE 61 i THE COLLEGE MEWS APRIL 18,1985 
Women in the peace movement: oppos 
A radical symbol for a global audience 
by Jenny Goldstein 
On any given day, it would be extremely 
unlikely to find more than twenty women or 
so living on the perimeter of the U.S. Air 
Force base located at Greenham Common. 
Wandering around the edges of the nine- 
mile stretch of green fence in which cruise 
missiles are housed, you might come across 
a small group of women huddled around a 
fire, another gathering wood, and still 
another coming out of a contraption that 
consists of a plastic sheet stretched out over 
some sticks; this is her home. This is the 
Greenham Common women's peace camp, 
the camp that has become the primary sym- 
bol of resistance to the nuclear arms build- 
up, of the current trend of radical politics, 
and even of the feminist movement in 
general to many people throughout the 
world. What began as a small, nine-day 
march that went almost completely ignored 
by the media has exploded into a movement 
which has captured the imagination of a tre- 
mendously large and heterogeneous group 
of women. 
Greenham Common women have in- 
spired the creation of other peace camps, 
and greater discussion on such issues as 
non-violence, direct action, and the connec- 
tion of women/feminism to peace/non- 
violence. It is precisely this ability to com- 
bine action with theory that explains why the 
Greenham Common movement has been 
so appealing. The women's peace camp, by 
focusing the active opposition upon the 
missiles themselves, thus has been able to 
transform such abstract concepts as nuclear 
war, patriarchy, and imperialism into a con- 
crete substance. 
The women's peace camp at Greenham 
Common began almost unintentionally. 
The air force base located there essentially 
had been unused since the days of World 
War II. In December of 1979, however, 
NATO announced its decision to place four 
hundred and sixty-four land-based cruise 
and Pershing II missiles in various parts of 
Western Europe to counterbalance the 
Soviet Union's extensive force of SS-20's in 
Eastern Europe. The people of Great Britain 
were informed that their country would be 
getting ninety-six cruise missiles at USAF 
Greenham Common, beginning in 
December of 1983. Actually, the base's offi- 
cial name is "RAF Greenham Common," 
but supporters of the peace camp have used 
"USAF" to emphasize that the missile base 
holds weapons made in America, guarded 
by Americans, and completely controlled 
by an American military allowed to operate 
without British constraint. 
After the NATO announcement, with at- 
tention beginning to be focused upon it, 
Greenham Common was chosen to be the 
endpoint of a one hundred and ten mile 
march. An assemblage of thirty-six women 
of all different ages, four men, and a few 
children left Cardiff on 26 August, 1981, 
and arrived on the 5th of September. In- 
stead of disbanding immediately, as had 
been the original intention, four women 
reacted to the complete lack of media atten- 
tion on the march by chaining themselves to 
the main gate of the base and demanding a 
debate on the cruise issue with a representa- 
tive from the Ministry of Defense. The re- 
quest was refused, and as a result, the group 
decided to set up a permanent peace camp 
that would bring attention to the missiles' 
existence upon British soil. 
As the peace camp comes out of its 
fourth winter, it has seen many of its original 
goals transformed. On the literal level, the 
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aim of preventing the cruise missiles' in- 
stallation was made a moot point by the arri- 
val of the first of the weapons on 14 
November, 1983. The new objective is to 
monitor the missiles by keeping a twenty- 
four hour watch on the base. If the missiles 
do get out for a rehearsal (or actually to be 
used), then, through a phone chain, the 
Greenham women alert various people 
around the country who will keep watch on 
the convoy's movement and who will try to 
reduce its mobility. The camp also exists as 
a continual reminder of the missiles' pres- 
ence and of the extent to which people op- 
pose this presence. 
The importance of the Greenham peace 
movement, however, extends far beyond its 
relationship to the ninety-six missiles on the 
Common. Cruise has been made into a 
"symbol of nuclear terror, male domination 
and imperialist exploitation." Peace, then, is 
more than a time in between wars; instead it 
must be seen "not only as an absence of 
bombs, but as an absence of violence, 
organized, encouraged and perpetuated 
first of all by the state." Cruise missiles come 
to represent a mere symptom of a larger, ex- 
tremely dangerous disease. As "Rebecca" of 
the peace camp puts it: "Nuclear 
weapons. . . are the logical conclusion of a 
life-denying culture that values aggressive 
domination and conquest above the power 
of empathy, sensitivity and compassion. We 
are trying to re-establish these values. They 
are vital for our survival." 
Virginia Woolf once said that "we can best 
help you prevent war not by repeating your 
words and following your methods, but by 
finding new words and creating new 
methods." This concept of creating "new 
methods" and using them to transform what 
is valued is a primary goal of the Greenham 
Common women. So, they organize them- 
selves in a non-hierarchical way, existing 
without one leader and making decisions 
only by consensus. From a tactical point of 
view, the absence of a specific chain of com- 
mand is well-suited to the type of commu- 
nity that makes up the peace camp. There 
are few women who are consistently at 
Greenham Common; rather, the hardships 
of living outside in all weather conditions 
without running water, any electricity, or 
permanent structures, along with frequent 
imprisonment of the camp members, has 
made for an extremely unpredictable, rotat- 
ing population. Women often suddenly ap- 
pear, live at the camp for a time, and then 
disappear just as quickly. By creating a situ- 
ation in which those who wish to act are able 
to do so, the Greenham Common encamp- 
ment has created a flexible atmosphere that 
Although officially designated Royal Air Force Base Greenham Common, the missile base 
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is necessary for its continued existence in 
the face of such great instability. 
The rejection of hierarchical modes of 
organizing, more than a mere exercise of 
pragmatism, also constitutes an attack 
upon the whole bureaucratic way of order- 
ing the society. Greenham Common 
women see the very nature of the bureau- 
cracy, with one person issuing commands 
and a different one carrying the orders out, 
as allowing individuals to relinquish all 
responsibility for their actions. This, in turn, 
makes the use of nuclear weapons all the 
more likely. The Greenham peace camp 
therefore condemns hierarchical 
bureaucracies and pleads with people to 
take individual responsibility for their ac- 
tions. Many of the women's actions, such as 
the Stock Exchange die-in (women lay 
down in the street and blocked all traffic in 
the London financial district so that people 
would make the connection between the 
financing of the defense industry and the 
starvation of poor people throughout the 
world) and the blockade against the sewer- 
pipe installers at Greenham Common, 
emphasize the idea of taking responsibility 
and not following orders blindly. 
One of the most controversial decisions 
made by the peace camp members 
occurred when all men were asked to leave 
Greenham Common to allow the fulfillment 
of another goal: the creation of "a woman's 
space in which to try to live out ideals of 
feminism and nonviolence." There were 
several reasons for this decision. Some of 
these were that it was feared that the men 
would be more likely to provoke police vio- 
lence. Another was that the men at the 
camp were already starting to dominate 
meetings and ignore cooking and cleaning 
chores. Primarily, though, the camp 
members wanted to include women who 
previously might not have had an opportu- 
nity to become politically active. Within the 
space provided, women would be able to 
come together and find strength through 
each other. 
As one camp member put it. Greenham is 
"about reclaiming power for ourselves, and 
not remaining victims of a male-defined 
world characterized by violence." It is also 
about utilizing the space provided to ex- 
press the traditionally "female" character- 
istics of caring, nurturance, and compas- 
sion. The Greenham women want to em- 
phasize these traits which are both devalued 
and denied access to the public sphere. 
They are also demanding that men must 
learn from women and develop "female" 
characteristics for if they do not, the violent, 
destructive nature of society will lead to its 
own annihilation. 
On a more personal note, I have been to 
Greenham Common twice in the past few 
years. The first time was December 11th, 
1983, when 50,000 women encircled the 
base and did various nonviolent direct ac- 
tions (I even got a piece of the pulled down 
fence!). The second was during the spring of 
1984 when women and children were in- 
vited to come out for a day of picnicking 
and to "reclaim" Greenham Common as 
public land. On this day women spent their 
time singing, painting the fence, and affix- 
ing posters, webs, family pictures, balloons, 
etc., to the fence. Both days were incredibly 
interesting and exhilarating experiences and 
I would highly recommend a trip to Green- 
ham Common to anyone who is interested 
and able to do so. Senior Jennifer Goldstein     SHERRYLSTATLAND 
APRIL 18,1985 THE COLLEGE NEWSC, PAGE 7 
ing militarism and working for survival 
HE ACE 
Central America mission finds 
peace focus nascent 
Working for peace a tradition 
by Patti Hershey 
When asked to write an article on 
Women's Peace Movements in Central 
America, based on my recent visit to 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica, I was very happy 
to have the opportunity to do so. I am a firm 
supporter of peaceful protest and non- 
violence. The very purpose of our mission 
was to observe the lifestyles and to learn 
about the aspirations of Nicaraguans and 
Costa Ricans in an attempt to discover 
peaceful solutions to the problems that they 
face. Yet, women's peace movements do 
not exist in Nicaragua nor in Costa Rica. In- 
stead, the movement for peace is carried out 
under the auspices of international 
organizations within these countries and/or 
by religious groups that are concerned 
about social change. 
To my knowledge, no peace movement, 
per se, exists in Nicaragua. Catholic and 
Evangelical and other religious groups at- 
tempt to offer peaceful solutions and spiritu- 
ality to relieve the dire circumstances suf- 
fered by many Nicaraguans. I tend to believe 
that, at this point, there is a lack of concern 
for organizing peace movements because 
people are preoccupied with such basic con- 
cerns as,human survival, i.e., adequate 
shelter, food, and health care. In addition 
to this, many people are more immediately 
concerned with the possibilities of a United 
States invasion. 
Both men and women were willing to 
fight during the revolution against Somoza 
and are still willing to fight for their freedom 
against the military force of the United 
States, if it comes to that. Obviously, there is 
always a grave necessity for peace 
movements, but violence seems to be a 
more realistic alternative, at least from the 
Sandinistan perspective. I do not feel that I 
have the right to criticize those who resort to 
violence, after unsuccessful attempts at 
peaceful protest (i.e., protest which is met 
with violent repression). I myself live in an 
environment where the safety and security 
of my friends and family have never been 
immediately threatened by organized and 
institutionalized violence. The Nicaraguan 
people have become militarized, since the 
time of the rule of the repressive dictator, 
Anastasio Somoza; they have been forced 
to live the reality of violence and war. 
As far as women's groups are concerned, 
within Nicaragua the most popular and visi- 
ble is AMNLAE, a group founded upon 
women's participation in the revolutionary 
movement in Nicaragua. The goals of 
ANMLAE are the defense of the revolution 
and promotion of political, cultural, profes- 
sional, and technical advancement of 
women. Many women involved in 
AMNLAE have participated in the 
Nicaraguan national literacy and healthcare 
campaigns and in defense and other mili- 
tary committees. It is alleged that at the end 
of the revolution in 1979, 30 percent of the 
Sandinistan military forces were women. 
Although women in AMNLAE would like an 
end to the war and to see peaceful solutions 
to Nicaragua's problems, they know that 
violence as a result of war or military threat 
is always present and they are willing to 
counteract that violence with their own vio- 
lence. 
In Costa Rica, successful civil dis- 
obedience is carried out regularly. A tradi- 
tion of peace has been established in the 
country ever since the revolution of 1948, 
after which the existence of a military was 
outlawed. In Costa Rica, we visited two insti- 
tutions which promote the study of peace 
and the hope of finding a peaceful solution 
to the problems of peoples in Central 
America and all over the world. 
La Universidad de La Paz (the University 
for Peace), located in Costa Rica, is dedi- 
cated to the education for peace. The Uni- 
versity is an international project which in- 
cludes academics from all over the world 
and is concerned with issues of woman/man 
jnd her/his relationship to nature and to 
society. The project was approved by a char- 
ter of the United Nations of the University 
for Peace at the 23rd General Assembly, but 
the University is a completely autonomous 
institution. The areas of study include 
humankind, energy, natural resources, the 
quality of life, etc. The University was estab- 
lished in the hopes that the study of peace 
would become a major international con- 
cern and a legitimate area of academics. 
The second institution which we visited 
was a Quaker organization, located in San 
Jose, Costa Rica. This organization seemed 
to offer a more pragmatic approach to the 
issue of peace within Central America than 
did the University for Peace. We spoke with 
people who have arranged field projects and 
other learning experiences for people inter- 
ested in working for social change in Central 
America. Students, many of whom are 
North Americans, have the opportunity to 
work in refugee camps or to do research and 
to study particular social and economic 
problems in Central American countries. 
Julio Quan, a Guatemalan academic, works 
at the center setting up projects and 
teaching; he also lectures in the United 
States. Solange Muller, a professor at the 
National University and one who has 
worked in agricultural and economic plan- 
ning in refugee camps in Central America, is 
co-director of the center with Julio Quan. 
In addition to speaking with members of 
particular organizations whose main objec- 
tive is peaceful change, we spoke with 
members of the religious communities in 
both countries. Sister Mary Hartman (a 
Catholic nun who has been working for 
human rights during the past 15-20 years in 
Nicaragua) and Reverend Bent (a minister of 
the Moravian Church who works with the 
Miskito Indians), in addition to Julio Quan 
from the Quaker organization, told us that 
they firmly believe that peaceful solutions 
can be found to deal with problems in their 
respective countries. They believe in educa- 
tion of oppressed peoples and the provision 
of shelter, basic health care facilities, and 
the opportunity to find employment, in 
(Continued on page 8) 
by Beth Bowling 
When I went to the Archives on Friday to 
research the peace movement at Bryn 
Mawr, I had no idea that so much informa- 
tion on the subject had been collected, espe- 
cially regarding activists in the movement 
before the sixties. Much more than an article 
of this size would be needed to truly do 
justice to the topic. 
The first item to fall into my hands was a 
transcript of an interview by John T. Mason 
with two alumnae, Frances Witherspoon 
and Tracy D. Mygatt (both class of 18, I 
believe), who have been very active in peace 
efforts throughout their lives. Restricting my 
research to this interview and two folders 
gathered for past alumnae bulletins, I un- 
covered some surprising information about 
attitudes, organizations, and individuals in- 
volved in the shaping of the peace move- 
ment at BMC. 
Frances Witherspoon and Tracy Mygatt 
themselves have helped to found groups 
such as the Anti-Enlistment League (1950), 
and while here at Bryn Mawr or soon after 
graduation, they became involved with the 
People's Council, The War Resistors 
League, The Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom, The American 
Neutral Conference Committee—the list 
goes on. They "spoke on streets," printed 
and distributed leaflets, loudly advocated 
peace legislation, and struggled for amnesty 
for conscientious objectors. Tracy Mygatt 
was at this time a self-declared socialist and 
gave support to the Campaign for World 
Government. Ms. Witherspoon said that 
when World War I began, ". . .we deter- 
mined right then and there that if we had 
any influence or any abilities we would use 
them in the cause of trying to stop war if we 
could." All of their efforts were based on a 
strict observance of a pledge of pacifism. 
As further explanation, she offered 'only 
that they were "Bryn Mawr people." Did this 
pacifist attitude pervade the College 
community? Evidently, it did not. 
During World War I, the campus mobil- 
ized in a "war effort." Students participated 
in and ran seminars on everything from 
food conservation to nursing. They were 
concerned with the minimization of devas- 
tation as a result of the war. Women like 
Gertrude Ely 00 and Maud Lowry of the 
same class worked as nurses on the foreign 
fronts. Dr. Lily Ross Taylor worked in a 
chemistry lab made over into a surgical/ 
hospital supply room in France. Edna Fishel 
Gellhorn 00 said that food (conservation 
education) was her war work. Helena Emer- 
son 00 occupied herself with settlement 
houses and apologized to her classmates for 
not doing more war work. Perhaps this was 
not peace work in the traditional sense, but 
in a real sense these contributions helped to 
bring about awareness and perhaps fur- 
thered the peace movement. 
As the war ended, Mawrters under the 
flamboyant direction of M. Carey Thomas 
returned to the peace movement in earnest, 
in 1919 attending a conference in support of 
the League of Nations. Said Thomas, "For 
your generation, there are three great pieces 
of work in the future: to encourage the spirit 
of internationalism which culminates in the 
League, to work for peace through the 
protocol, and to welcome the coming of 
(Continued on page 8) 
"Peace is a women's issue" 
SHERRYLSWLAND 
by Alice Jane Sillman 
Peace Action Project is a bi-College 
organization which attempts to educate 
the community and promote action 
towards issues relating to peace and civil 
rights. This semester the group has been 
quite active. Past events include protest- 
ing against the CIA coming to Bryn Mawr 
for recruitment purposes, petitioning 
students to oppose the proposed cuts in 
student loans, making connections with 
other college and community groups 
which are politically active, and produc- 
ing a newsletter. Despite the fact that the 
group is bi-College and does not address 
specifically feminist concerns, nearly all 
of the participants in the group are 
women. 
Of course it would obviously follow 
that, with a ratio of three women to every 
man in this community, there would be a 
numerical imbalance. However, this does 
not explain the phenomenon since 
women outnumber men by considerably 
more than three to one. In addition, 
women have been organizing and im- 
plementing most of the major projects. 
At the beginning of the semester, the 
dynamic was different. The first meeting 
brought about forty people, at which 
point there was a representative number 
of women and men. However, despite the 
fact that men were still outnumbered, 
they spoke out more frequently and 
facilitated the first four meetings. 
Nuclear freeze agenda criticized 
by Rochelle Tobias 
Writing about the disarmament move- 
ment in the US can be a discouraging task 
since the movement has had little, if any, 
impact on official defense policy. In 1979, 
public opinion polls indicated that 80% of 
all Americans supported a bilateral nuclear 
freeze. Many journalists hailed the freeze 
campaign as one of the largest grass-roots 
movements in recent US history. Despite 
this popular appeal, enthusiasm for the 
freeze failed to translate into any effective 
political action. Since the freeze 
movement's inceptino in 1979, production 
funds have been approved for the Pershing II 
and MX ballistic missile systems, the Trident 
submarine and the B-1B bomber; cruise 
missiles are deployed at sea and at bases in 
the US and Europe; and research continues 
on the Stealth bomber, the Midgetman 
missile, and the Strategic Defense Initiative, 
known as Star Wars. 
It is difficult to understand why the freeze, 
which was once considered a viable political 
alternative, is no longer entertained as an 
option in policy debates. One of the weak- 
nesses of the campaign, I believe, was that it 
directed its efforts against the weapons 
systems which could cause the most 
damage, but not the systems which could 
trigger a nuclear war. Consequently, its 
message lacked the urgency which it need- 
ed to sustain popular support 
The majority of the weapons the freeze 
focused on were strategic systems. In the 
(Continued on page 8) 
Women in Peace Action were disgrun- 
tled with this disparity. At one point two 
members of Peace Action, Penny Chang 
and Daniel Messinger, charted the 
number of times in which women anc 
men spoke during a meeting. Despite the 
preponderance of women, men spoke 
more than the women did. 
Chang commented that after person- 
ally observing this trend and being dis- 
turbed by it, she spoke to the male facili- 
tator to ensure that the next one be a 
woman. At the next meeting, the prob- 
lem was discussed, and a conscious ef- 
fort was made by the group to correct the 
situation. 
Shortly thereafter, however, practic- 
ally all of the men left Peace Action. 
Chang attributes this to the CIA protest, 
commenting, "We lost a lot of people after 
the CIA action. Some thought it was radical. 
Others thought it was really mild. We lost 
half the membership, which was bizarre 
because we lost almost all of the men." 
Diba Siddiqi, a Bryn Mawr fresh- 
woman, noticed how the meetings have 
changed since last semester when there 
were more men. She stated, "One thing I 
noticed is that last semester there were 
equal numbers of men and women and I 
noticed I would often sit and listen, and 
sometimes feel self-conscious when I 
spoke. I do feel more relaxed this 
semester." She added, however, that she 
did value the participation of men in the 
group. 
Some participants feel that peace is 
inherently more a woman's issue. Megan 
Klose, a senior who has been in Peace Ac- 
tion for most of its existence, stated 
simply, "Peace is a woman's issue." Sly 
Leonard, a Haverford freshwoman, com- 
mented, "I don't think that it is surpris- 
ing. Women are not taught to be violent." 
She added, "I think that women make the 
connection between family violence of 
which women are personal victims and 
political violence. I think groups such as 
Peace Action stress personal com- 
mitments and make the connection be- 
tween what one can personally and politi- 
cally do. Women tend to make these con- 
nections more." 
Janet Coffman, another Haverford 
freshwoman, sees at Peace Action oppor- 
tunities for Haverford women which are 
not available in other groups: "It's inter- 
esting this semester to see women work 
in leadership roles. At Bryn Mawr women 
(Continued on page 8) 
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How to regain the momentum 
(Continued from page 7) 
MX, Trident I, and Pershing II missile 
debates, freeze supporters argued that 
because of the accuracy of these systems, 
they would be aimed at military installa- 
tions, rather than population centers. The 
danger of deploying such weapons was that 
they could only be used in a pre-emptive or 
first-strike attack. The US would have to 
launch its missiles first to insure that the 
targets, Soviet missile sites, would be 
destroyed before they could be fired. The 
leadership of the freeze emphasized that 
such a policy, known as counterforce, would 
rely upon our perception of the opposition 
to determine if and when nuclear weapons 
should be used. During a crisis, an error in 
judgment could easily spark a nuclear war. 
In addition to highlighting the dangers 
associated with specific weapons systems, 
the freeze campaign also tried to dispel the 
myth that the US was lagging behind the 
Soviet Union in the arms race. Differences in 
the force compositions of the Soviet Union 
and the US were frequently cited as 
evidence of the US's military strength. 
Freeze activists emphasized that the majori- 
ty of the US's ballistic missiles were located 
in submarines which were virtually undetec- 
table, while the Soviet Union's nuclear 
arsenal was concentrated in land-based silos 
which were vulnerable to first-strike attacks. 
The technological superiority of US nuclear- 
capable aircraft and submarines were also 
noted in debates. Numerous force estimates 
indicated the numberical advantages the US 
enjoyed in total number of nuclear 
warheads. Despite these arguments, nearly 
all of the major arms packages proposed by 
the Reagan administration were approved 
for funding by Congress. 
The mistake I believe the freeze move- 
ment made was to focus on a small portion 
of the nuclear arsenal which, although 
lethal, was not likely to start a nuclear war. 
The inconceivability of the destruction these 
strategic systems could cause also made it 
inconceivable to imagine their use. The ma- 
jority of the US's nuclear weapons are ac- 
tually medium- and short-range weapons, 
known as theatre or tactical systems. Tac- 
tical and theatre forces are defined as those 
weapons deployed to use against gargets in 
local theatres of combat, such as Europe or 
Korea. Some examples of tactical systems 
are nuclear-capable anti-tank missiles, ar- 
tillery shells, or atomic land mines. Accor- 
ding to a 1983 Department of Defense 
report, medium- and short-range system 
warheads numbered nearly 10,800. A total 
of 5845 are located in Europe, the re- 
mainder being stationed in either the US, 
the Far East or at sea. It is this portion of the 
nuclear arsenal which I think poses the 
greatest threat to world peace. 
Theatre and tactical nuclear forces were 
initially deployed to complement battlefield 
forces; proponents argued that battlefield 
nuclear weapons were needed to compen- 
sate for the alleged inferiority of NATO con- 
ventional forces. Since the 70s, a number of 
cual-capable tactical systems have been 
deployed overseas. Tactical systems, I 
would argue, are not deployed to deter 
nuclear war, but to deter conventional war 
by posing the threat of nuclear escalation. 
By reducing the likelihood of conventional 
war, defense strategists argue, the threat of 
nuclear war is reduced. What this analysis 
ignores is that if a conventional conflict were 
to erupt, it would be impossible to prevent it 
from   evolving   into   a   nuclear   war. 
The events which would lead to a nuclear 
war may still seem unclear. I will try to give a 
general scenario of how one could start. 
Since World War II, US-Soviet conflicts have 
generally avoided direct confrontation. For 
example, while the USSR condemns the US 
for its involvement in El Salvador and the 
US condemns the USSR for its involvement 
in Afghanistan, neither country has entered 
into direct combat with the other, because 
they respected established spheres of in- 
fluence. Unclaimed areas, such as Iran, 
however, are potential sources of conflict. 
The Soviet Union's interest in a warm water 
port and the US's desire to preserve its 
strategic interests in the Gulf region make 
Iran a possible site for superpower conflict. If 
either superpower were to invade Iran, it is 
probable that the other would militarily res- 
pond. The likelihood that such a confronta- 
tion could be confined to both the region 
and conventional weaponry is slim. 
Alums active in peace movement 
(Continued from page 7) 
labor into world power." In 1921, Margaret 
Bailey Speer '22 spoke to the College and 
endorsed the efforts of the Disarmament 
Conference. Support was pledged in a mass 
meeting of the student body and faculty and 
'ormal peace related resolutions were 
-ssed. 
This would be the last time the College 
'lied as a whole for peace. Thereafter, the 
peace movement at Bryn Mawr was charac- 
terized by individual efforts and the organi- 
zation of small groups. According to Ms. 
Mygatt, BMC was not pacifist. Indeed, "Bryn 
Mawr was the first college to ask for a war 
declaration in the Second World War,'' she 
said. The College once again mobilized for 
so-called war work. 
However, in 1936, the College Inter- 
national Relations Club and the Bryn Mawr 
College branch of the American Student 
Union met to consider plans for observance 
of Peace Day on April 22. A massive educa- 
tional drive began and the Emergency 
Peace Campaign mentioned by Mygatt and 
Witherspoon was formed during that time. 
In 1946, Emily Greene Balch '89 was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for thirty 
years of dedication. On the whole though, 
apathy and disillusionment hindered partici- 
pation in the peace movement at BMC. 
More effort was going into preparation for 
professional careers than into activism. This 
continued for some years until the '60s. I 
was told that little information was available 
on this era in peace at BMC. Frances Wither- 
spoon herself spent her last teaching years 
supporting assemblies and teach-ins on Viet 
Nam. In 1967. 1000 Mawrters and faculty 
signed an anti-war petition which was sub- 
mitted to the President of the United States. 
I found nothing regarding the peace 
movement here during the 70s although it 
must exist, and it would be interesting to see 
how we have arrived at present attitudes. To- 
day, it seems that pacifist activism is going 
on more quietly than it once did and it is still 
restricted to small groups such as the bi- 
College Peace Action Project or Peace 
Studies missions. The "Quaker" spirit 
seems to be taking part as in the Pledge of 
civil disobedience as a non-violent means of 
protest against U.S. foreign policy. It would 
be appropriate to a community such as ours 
for us to take a more outspoken individual 
part in these efforts. Ms. Mygatt felt that 
Emily Balch was fired from her Wellesley 
position for her pacifist attitudes, but she 
said of such pitfalls and frustrations, "You 
can't give up. I mean you shouldn't." 
Peace internship offered 
Members of the Classes of 1986. 1987 
and 1988 are invited to compete for a sum- 
mer internship which has been made possi- 
ble by the Jean Sovatkin Picker Fund and 
the Peace Studies Program. The purpose of 
this award is to enable a student to work this 
summer in an otherwise unpaid position 
with a person or group involved in anti- 
nuclear, disarmament, or broadly peace- 
related issues. Each student applying for the 
internship must have selected an individual, 
agency, movement, coalition, or institute 
with whom she wishes to work. 
The award to fund an internship of eight 
weeks will be $1,150. A committee com- 
posed of representatives of the Dean's Of- 
fice, President's Office, and Career Planning 
Office, and a member of the Peace Studies 
Fact-Finding Misson will read the applica- 
tions and choose the winner. 
To apply, a student should submit the 
following materials by 5:00 p.m., Thursday, 
April 25, to Margaret Holley, the President's 
Office, 2nd floor Taylor Hall. 
1. a description, brochure, or news 
article describing the organization 
or individual she wishes to work 
for, 
2. a letter from the organization or 
individual confirming their willing- 
ness to hire her, and 
3. a letter of about two pages indi- 
cating what skills and insights she 
might offer her employer, what 
qualifications she brings to the 
job, and what she expects to gain 
from the experience. 
The award of the Jean Sovatkin 
Picker/Peace Studies Summer Internship 
will be announced on May 7, 1985. If you 
have any questions about this internship, 
contact Margaret Holley (645-5157) in the 
President's Office. 
Senior Rochelle Tobias has spent summers and a year off working in support of the 
nuclear freeze. SHERRYLSTATLAND 
Central American peace 
movement often patriarchal 
(Continued from page 7) 
addition to the basic guarantee of human 
rights as defined internationally. 
The differing attitudes among the people 
in Nicaragua and Costa Rica seem to me to 
be reflective of the differing internal circum- 
stances in each country. Costa Rica has 
existed for nearly forty years without a mili- 
tary. In my opinion, it most closely resem- 
bles a true democracy in comparison to any 
other Latin American countries. Nicarag- 
uans, on the other hand, have been forced to 
live in a violent and threatening environ- 
ment, at least during the fifty years of the 
Somozan dynasty as well as during the 
revolution and even now, as Sandinistas are 
forced to fight a civil war (a war in which the 
United States continues to send military aid 
to the Contras in order to realize its own 
political and economic objectives). One 
does not just create a peaceful environment 
after war. repression, torture and suspicion 
have been a part of the daily existence of 
most people for most of their lives. 
Women's movements, especially the 
AMNLAE, have as their major concern the 
advancement of women in society, and 
rightly so. However, not only is AMNLAE 
militaristic but most of the rights it argues 
for pertain to the mother and not to women 
in general (i.e., priorities are given to such 
programs as maternity leave, child day care 
centers, and support to single mothers). A 
great majority of women in Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua are mothers and both countries 
are very nationalistic. The use of birth con- 
trol is also very limited because of religiosity 
of the people in both the countries. 
On the whole, however. I believe that 
many of the so-called women's and peace 
movements support a violent and oppres- 
sive patriarchy. When we visited the 
AMNLAE office in Managua, we spotted, on 
the surrounding walls, pictures of Nicaragua 
martyrs and others who are supported by 
AMNLAE because of their dedication to the 
revolutionary movement. There is one pic- 
ture of a woman, the woman in whose mem- 
ory AMNLAE was formed. She is Luisa 
Amanda Espinoza, the first woman to die in 
battle during the Nicaraguan revolution. 
The remaining pictures are of the ruling 
Sandinistan Junta, which is made up of 
men. and other men who fought in the revo- 
lution. The University for Peace" in Costa 
Rica is looking at women's problems but in 
the context of world peace, conservation, 
and anti-disarmament, and not in a context 
of its own, i.e., women's studies or the study 
of oppression under patriarchy. The Quaker 
center of Costa Rica seems to have the 
clearest and most appropriate focus, recog- 
nizing the problems of the oppression of 
women in patriarchal societies, and giving 
special attention to the machismo and sex- 
ism which pervade society. 
Guide for Women 
April 18, 4pm 
Dorothy Vernon Room, Haffner 
Thursday, April 18, 7:30pm 
Crenshaw Room, Taylor 
Saturday, April 20, 9:30pm 
Goodhart Common Room 
Wednesday, April 24, 8pm 
Crenshaw Room, Taylor 
Saturday, April 27, 7pm 
Unitarian Church, 2125 Chestnut St. 
Saturday, April 27 
St. Mary's Parish Hall 
40th & Locust (UPenn campus) 
Sunday, April 28, 2pm 
Goodhart Auditorium 
by Jenny Le Sar 
Forum of students discussing their research on 
Women's Studies topics. 
Speaker from Women Against Abuse, a Philadel- 
phia battered women's shelter. 
Women's Alliance Party 
Women's Alliance Meeting 
Feminist Film Fest; $6 entrance fee. 
Film: Witness to War, Benefit for Philadelphia Les- 
bian and Gay Nicaraguan Work Brigade. Testimony 
from Central American Refugess and Philadel- 
phians who have visited Central America. Music. 
Dance. Fun. For info, call 7260654. 
Speaker: Barbara Smith, co-founder of Kitchen 
Table: Women of Color Press, editor of Home Gins: 
A Black Feminist Anthology, and co-founder of 
Combahee River Collective on The Movement That 
Will Save Our Lives: The Feminism of Women of 
Color." 
Peace action 
(Continued from page 7) 
are in leadership roles but at Haverford 
they are not. Peace Action is particularly 
important for Haverford women."' 
Peace Action is five years old, having 
been founded in 1980 by a handful of 
Bryn Mawrtyrsand Haverfordians. Daniel 
Messinger, who has seen Peace Action 
for several years, believes that there has 
always been a preponderance of women. 
He stated, "I think women are more ac- 
tive in the bi-College community. I don't 
know if it's in proportion. Women are 
more organized." 
Peace Action meets every Monday 
night at 10:30 alternating between 
Rhoads Living Room and the Haverford 
Women's Center. 
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Proposed higher education cuts summarized 
• 25 percent cut for higher education 
(from adjusted FY 85 level of $8.8 billion to $6.5 billion for FY 86) 
•Of the total $2.3 billion cut, $2.2 billion comes from student aid 
(some 2 million students would lose eligibility for federal grants or loans; all other eligibles 
would have their aid reduced) 
• Pell Grants: 808,000 students would be dropped from eligibility 
(28 percent of current 2.8 million recipients), primarily by requiring increased contributions 
from discretionary family income 
•Guaranteed Student Loans: 1 million students dropped from eligibility 
(30 percent of current 3.2 million recipients) by imposing a cap at $32,500 adjusted gross 
family income; entire GSL program jeopardized by proposal to cut special allowance for 
lenders: major banks would not participate 
•Other student aid programs slated for elimination: 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (SEOG): currently funded at $413 million, 
providing 727,000 awards 
National Direct Student Loans (NDSL): federal capital contributions to be ended, current- 
ly totalling $190 million and 143,000 awards 
State Student Incentive Grants (SSIG): loss of federal share of $76 million would jeopar- 
dize matching state share and total of 304,000 awards 
Four graduate fellowship programs (GPOP, Javits, Public Service, CLEO): totalling $18 
million, 2,000 awards 
• $4,000 cap on total aid from Pell Grants, CWS, NDSL, SEOG and GSL would reduce awards 
for over 400,000 students, primarily the neediest students in independent institutions and 
graduate students. A cap of $25,000 adjusted gross income would eliminate middle-income 
students from Pell Grants, CWS, NDSL, and SEOG. 
•College Work-Study: would be increased from $593 million to $850 million, to provide 
another 342,000 awards. Institutions could use up to half of CWS funds for grants. 
•TRIO programs would be cut 54 percent, which would end remedial services to 350,000 of 
500,000 disadvantaged students. 
• Categorical support programs would be abolished (foreign langauge and area studies, sup- 
port for research libraries, grants and loans for academic facilities, cooperative education, 
Fund for Improvement of Postsecondary Education) except for aid for developing institutions. 
reprinted from the Barnard Bulletin 
Pornography evident in both brutal and subtle ways 
In its Fourth Annual Advertising 
Awards, Women Against Pornography 
honored four American advertisers with 
Ms. Liberty (Libby) awards for their 
positive portrayal of women. The 
companies honored were American 
Express, for one ad showing a Black 
businesswoman disembarking from a 
plane with a briefcase in one hand and a 
teddy bear in the other, and another ad 
showing male and female co-workers 
celebrating a woman's promotion; 
Toys To Grow On, for an ad present- 
ing a little girl in engineer's overalls 
calling instructions into a field 
telephone; the United Negro College 
Fund, for its television portrayal of a 
young Black woman's struggle to 
fulfill her dream of being a doctor; and 
Jockey for Her, the first company to 
win an award in a new category, "A 
Step In The Right Direction," for part- 
ly solving the problem of how to sell 
underwear without selling the woman 
in it. Six advertisers were "zapped" for 
ads which use the tenets of pornogra- 
phy to sell their products. Plastic Pig 
Award winners were Calvin Klein, for 
its underwear ad featuring a woman 
with her back arched, a breast exposed, 
and an arm across her head in an 
attitude of pleasurable distress; Bijan, 
for a cologne ad featuring a fully 
dressed man adoringly surrounded by a 
harem of nude women; Bandolino, for 
its shoe ad showing a man possessively 
clutching a woman's leg; Seruchi, for 
showing a bruised-Asian model bound 
Rape Culture Project participants have spent countless hours collecting items like this 
pantyhose package for the advertising section of the Rape Culture Project's visual display. 
strait jacket-style by the arms of a 
sportscoat; Huggies, for its Miss 
America diaper ad presenting little girls 
in cheesecake poses; and HipOppo- 
Tamus, for its "walk on the wild side" 
boot ad which glamorizes macho, ag- 
gressive behavior. 
reprinted from The Sojourner 
A "Rampage Against Penthouse" 
was organized in the Midwest in retali- 
ation for the December issue of the 
magazine, which featured photos of 
nude Asian women "tied with rough 
hemp rope and . . . appearing to have 
been raped and murdered." Partici- 
pants in the rampage have destroyed 
copies of Penthouse at more than 
twenty stores and newsstands; the 
anti-porn activists have also burned 
Penthouse publisher Bob Guccione in 
effigy in at least two cities. Group 
members say they are in favor of 
nudity and sexual self-expression, and 
are not campaigning for legislation 
that would limit First Amendment 
rights. But, they add, "Without relying 
on the state's power of intervention, 
we organized to encourage a massive 
rejection by the public of the slander- 
ous lie that women enjoy sexual 
violence." For further information, 
contact Preying Mantis Women's 
Brigade, P.O. Box 132, Oshkosh, WI 
54902. (New Directions for Women) 
reprinted from The Sojourner 
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Interdisciplinary studies highlight new courses 
by Jenny Say re Ramberg 
The general trend towards interdepart- 
mental or cross-listed courses and majors is 
reflected in the new courses for Semester 
One 1985-1986. Some courses are based in 
one discipline while they explore another. 
This can provide a broader perspective on 
either or both fields. Other new courses 
broaden the offerings within their own disci- 
pline. The detailed descriptions are taken 
from the guide. 
The Bryn Mawr Anthropology Depart- 
ment is offering a 200 level Anthropology of 
Religion course taught by Judith Shapiro 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:00-12:30. 
An "exploration of major theoretical ap- 
proaches toward religion in conjunction 
with examination of specific ethnographic 
materials. Critique of 'religion- as a cross- 
cultural comparative concept. Reading in- 
cludes theoretical texts (Durkheim, Weber, 
Marx), classic ethnographic texts (Evans- 
Pritchard, Turner)and definitional Literature 
(Goetz, Spiro). This course meets at Haver- 
ford with SC/AH 255" (Anthropology of 
Religion at Haverford, which is cross-listed 
with the Religion Department at Haverford.) 
The English Department is offering a new 
100 level course, Advanced Composition, 
taught by Sandra Berwind from 11:00 to 
12:00 on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. This 
course will include (1) practice in kinds of 
expository writing, including descriptive, 
narrative, and argumentative writing; (2) 
analysis and imitation of various rhetorical 
models (not only modern ones). We will 
focus on modes of organizing and develop- 
ing ideas at the level of discourse, para- 
graph, sentence, and word. Frequent papers 
will be required. Open to students with an 
AP 5, ENGL 015, or the equivalent." This is 
the first time there has been an upper level 
(above 015) English course in expository 
writing. 
The English and History Departments at 
Bryn Mawr are offering an interdisciplinary 
course called Women's Labors: England 
1830-1880 taught by Jane Caplan with an 
hour at Swarthmore taught by M. Poovey. It 
will be an "interdisciplinary investigation of 
how women's experiences and self- 
conceptions shaped and were shaped by 
Victorian stereotypes about the nature of 
women. Topics include: middle class ideal 
of women; representations and experiences 
of working class women; problem of redun- 
dant' women; state regulation; the family, 
motherhood, and birth control. Texts in- 
clude novels and short stories as well as non- 
fiction readings from Parliamentary Papers, 
political tracts and diaries, and secondary 
historical materials." The course will meet 
on Tuesdays from 2:00-5:00 with the addi- 
tional hour at Swarthmore. 
The lack of Graphics or any Fine Arts at 
Bryn Mawr next semester is not replaced at 
Haverford. There will be no Fine Arts offer- 
ing for students on the Bryn Mawr campus: 
letters of interest may be addressed to the 
President. 
There are two new courses in General 
Programs at Bryn Mawr. A 200 level course, 
Masks, Madness, and Mysteries: Demeter 
and Dionysus Cults will be taught by G. 
Dickerson at 10:00 Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, and 3:00 Wednesdays. This will 
be an "examination of 1) nature and range of 
Demeter and Dionyses cults in classical 
period defined by literary and archaeo- 
logical evidence. 2) bases for popularity of 
these cults explored through consideration 
of various theories of the nature and func- 
tion of ritual, 3) historical development of 
these cults. Guest lectures to explore speci- 
fic anthropological and archaeological 
problems relating to cross-cultural parallels 
and sacred architecture. Readings from 
Eurupides, Aristophanes, Pausanias, Har- 
rison, Dodds, Hendrichs, and others." 
The other new course is a 200 level 
course, Fundamentals in Acting. The 
teacher and the time are to be announced. 
"Introduction to fundamental components 
of acting (scene analysis, characterization, 
improvization, vocal and gestural presenta- 
tion, ensemble work) through study of 
scenes from 20th century dramatic 
literature. Students will present three to five 
scenes in class. Minimum of six hours per 
week outside rehearsal and a five page char- 
acter analysis will be required with each 
scene. Enrollment limited to 15 students. 
Must have permission of the instructor." 
This is the first time that an acting course 
has been offered for academic credit. 
The History Department at Bryn Mawr is 
offering two new courses, the one cross- 
listed with English and a 200 level course, 
Germany: 1815 to Present, taught by Jane 
Caplan Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
10:00-11:30. It will be a "two-semester intro 
duction to social and political history of 
modern Germany: nationalism and unifica- 
tion: German liberalism; Bismarkian and 
Wilhemfan periods; development of social 
democracy; war, revolution, Weimar; rise of 
National Socialism; Third Reich," road to 
partition; postwar BRD and DDR; social 
themes including industrialization, ethnic 
minorities, and women. 
The History of Art Department at Bryn 
Mawr has a new 300 level course. Problems 
in Representation will be offered by Gridley 
McKim-Smith on Wednesdays from 4:00- 
6:00. It will be an "examination of various 
theoretical problems in the visual arts. 
Specific topic for 1985: Realism, from 
Renaissance to 20th Century. Problems in- 
clude Early Netherlandish painting, 17th 
century portraiture, polychrome sculpture 
of 18th and 19th centuries, photography, 
and super-realist sculpture of the 20th cen- 
tury. Critical theory of traditional necessity 
for verisimilitude in an artwork juxtaposed 
with advice that verisimilitude be rejected 
when it goes too far. Readings include selec- 
tions from Aristotle's Poetics, Vasari, Bellori, 
Black feminism creates 
respecting society 
(Continued from page 5) 
female we must be separatists. We know, 
like anyone with common sense, that our 
fate is tied up with all the people of our 
race, men, women, and children. It's 
important for me to always try to express 
that, because I am a lesbian and have been 
stereotyped as such. Because I was Black 
before I was a feminist, Black before 1 knew 
I was a lesbian, I do not see cutting off the 
people who fought those battles. We arc all 
locked together, and many third-world men 
understand exactly what I mean. I have 
great respect for our families, for our 
people. Black feminism is not about separ- 
atism; it's about autonomy. 
What about the future? Oneof the things 
.that 1 have been most enlivened by i»1he 
fact that it is no longer strictly a Blatfc 
feminist movement that I am a part of, but 
a third-world feminist movement. And not 
only am I talking about my sisters here in 
the U.S.—American Indian, Latina, Asian 
American, Arab American—I am also talk- 
ing about women all over the globe. I was 
fortunate enough to go to-London twice 
this year for two book fairs, international 
events. We were talking about women's 
politics, not just publishing, and although 
we had never met one another, we basically 
agreed that we needed to talk about sexual, 
racial, class, anti-imperialistic, anti-militar- 
istic politics. I think third-world feminism 
has enriched not just the women it applies 
to, but also political practice in general. For 
instance, the First time I heard the phrase 
"rainbow coalition" was when I wenr to 
the second National Third World Lesbian 
and Gay Conference in Chicago in 1980, 
which was called "A Unified Rainbow of 
Strength." We were talking about rainbows 
then; it was not just media hype. And we 
influenced the politics of other movements, 
like the Jesse Jackson campaign, because 
we believed in coalitions before other 
people did. 
I feel our work is cut out for us, as 
always. We are in a huge mishmash created 
by mad people at the top, and we're con- 
stantly trying to rectify the situation. 1 see 
the process of rectification as what Black 
femfrMm is all about: making a place on 
this globe that is Fit for human life. If we do 
that, then we will have done a whole lot, 
particularly if that means that the new 
society we create respects people like you 
and me. 
reprinted from The Sojourner 
Mengs. Winkelmann. and others. Must have 
permission of the instructor." 
Sociology Departments are cross-listing a 
200 level course on the Sociology of the 
American Jewish Community. It will be 
taught on Tuesdays from 10:00-12:00 by R. 
Monson. It will be an "overview of the 
sociology of the American Jewish commu- 
nity in the context of social history. Demog- 
raphy, social structure, and institutions 
including family, synagogue, and commu- 
nal organizations. Conflict between institu- 
tions and patterns of innovation; educa- 
tional structures, providing continuity of 
minority identity and future leadership. 
Readings from Sklare, Mayer and Shein- 
gold, Waxman, Lerner." 
The Bryn Mawr Italian Department is 
offering two new literature courses at the 
200 level. The Italian Short Story will be 
taught by N. Patruno on Wednesdays from 
2:00-4:30. It is described as "the evolution of 
the Italian short story from the Middle Ages 
to the 20th century to be explored both 
linguistically and as a genre. Readings in- 
clude novellas from NoueUino and the 
Decameron and works of Machiavelli, Verga, 
Pirandello, Moravio, Calvino, Pavese, 
D'Annunzio, and others." 
The other new course will be taught by N. 
Dersofi Thursdays from 3:00-5:30 on the 
Italian Theatre. It is described as an "exami- 
nation of selected plays from the renais- 
sance to the present as a survey of Italian 
theater in a general cultural context. Plays 
by Machiavelli, Ruzante, Goldini, Alfieri. 
Giacosa, Chiarelli, D'Annunzio, Pirandello, 
and Dario Fo." 
The Physics Department at Bryn Mawr is 
offering a new 200 level course in Classical 
and Relativistic Mechanics taught by N. 
Abraham Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri- 
days 9:00-10:00 with a Tuesday lab from 
1:00-5:00. "Newtonian Mechanics of single 
particles, rigid bodies and continuous 
media with applications. One dimensional 
systems including forced and nonlinear 
oscillators and scattering and orbit prob- 
lems. The special theory of relativity applied 
to both kinematics and dynamics." 
The Bryn Mawr Political Science Depart- 
ment is offering two new 300 level courses. 
W. Sullivan will be teaching Liberalism and 
the Public Philosophy on Tuesdays 
7:30-10:00. "This course will examine the 
claims of philosophic liberalism to provide 
the basis for a public policy capable of 
guiding American politics in the present. 
Texts include John Locke, Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau, and American thinkers such as 
John Dewey, Walter Lippman, and Theo- 
dore Lowi." 
M. Ross will teach a course on Religion 
and Politics on Mondays 2:00-4:00 and 
Fridays 2:00-3:00. It will be an "examination 
of how and why religion and politics are fre- 
quently intertwined; how religion provides 
an effective basis for political mobilization; 
how religious symbolism and religious ap 
peals serve the needs of political leaders and 
political movements. Development of 
theoretical perspective drawing on works of 
various social scientists to be followed by 
analysis of specific cases including contem- 
porary U.S., Middle East, Northern Ireland. 
West Africa, and Iran." 
Many of the new humanities courses have 
been designed taking the concerns of 
minority and women's issues into consider- 
ation, while others seem to persist in the ex- 
clusion of these important perspectives. The 
curriculum will benefit from all of these new 
offerings, but will suffer from the loss of 
Graphics and Fine Arts. 
The new campus center, scheduled to open in late April, will house a cafe, mailboxes, 
student government offices, not including the College news. It is the alternative site for 
garden party in the event of rain. 
On Friday, April 26, Dumlsani Kumalo will 
speak at Bryn Mawr on the issue of 
corporate divestment from South Africa. 
Kumalo is the chief spokesperson for the 
American Committee on Africa. 
7 PM 
Goodhart Common Room 
(unless otherwise notified) 
-Sponsored by Peace Action Project 
and the Anti-Apartheid Group 
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Secret Secrets reviewed 
Singer and songwriter Joan Armatrading will perform at the Tower Theatre on Saturday, 
April 27th. ' Courtesy o» SARA SNYDER 
Women fight back 
by Barbara Beckwith 
We Are the Web: Photographs, by Cather- 
ine A Upon. Artemis Project (156 Sullivan 
St., New York, NY 10012), 1984, $6.00. 
Jailed for Survival: Diary of an Anti- 
Nuclear Activist, by Lynn A. Bonfield. 
Mother Courage Affinity Group (555 29th 
St., San Francisco, CA 94131), 1984, $10 
or more donation. 
Greenhorn Women Everywhere: Dreams, 
Ideas and A ctions from the Women's Peace 
Movement, by Alice Cook & Gwyn Kirk. 
South End Press, 1983, $6.50. 
Each of these three slim books records 
women's resistance, by creative acts of civil 
disobedience, to their governments' escala- 
tion of the nuclear arms race. One is a 
diary, another a collection of photographs, 
the third a mix of analysis and personal tes- 
timony. 
We Are the Web is a pictorial record of 
protests by women from the Women's En- 
campment for Peace and Justice at the Sen- 
eca, New York, army depot in the summer 
of 1983. That summer, fifty-four women— 
"The Waterloo 54"—were arrested for re- 
fusing to disperse after townspeople 
blocked their legal march. Author-photo- 
grapher Catherine Allport captures the flag- 
brandishing crowd's anger, the women's 
calm concentration while surrounded by a 
hostile mob, the focused and peaceful faces 
of wdfmen as helmeted police arrest them 
and carry them off. 
Most of the book's seventy photographs, 
however, record civil disobedience actions 
by women in front of the army depot's 
gates. Several photos are shot through the 
chain-link fence. A woman's manacled 
hands are framed by a diagonal of 
fencewire. The face of long-time peace- 
activist Frances Crowe, broadly grinning, is 
separated by blurred fence-lines from a 
soldier who is tightening her handcuffs. 
Three soldiers' arms reach out to drag a 
woman gone limp upon arrest. 
Accompanying the photos are pieces ol 
song and testimony from trial transcripts, a 
combination that makes clear the peace 
camp women's locus on militarization and 
creative non-violent resistance to it. I would 
like now to see a second book, showing how 
the camp itself was built, how it works, 
what goes on there, who the women are 
who live and visit there. Both records are 
heeded. 
Greenham Women Everywhere tells the 
by Sara Snyder 
Joan Armatrading 
Secret Secrets 
A&M SP-5040,985. 
Before even opening the jacket you know 
something is wrong: Joan is wearing a 
dress; Joan has no calves; Joan is decapi- 
tated; Joan is not relaxed. This is not the 
Joan Armatrading that we know—this is a 
cosmetized and objectified image of Joan 
which represents the commercial plunge 
she has taken with her new album, Secret 
Secrets. 
Unfortunately, the impression of this 
album does not improve much when you 
play it. The first song, "Persona Grata,': 
builds up to a chorus that happily repeats. 
"Power over me/ I'm your whipping boy/1 
can positively say/ I am in love with you." 
Perhaps you could give her the benefit of the 
doubt last year when she wrote "I Love It 
When You Call Me Names," hoping that the 
song was supposed to be a parody; but now 
in the lyrics of her new album Joan confirms 
that she is not as gentle and sensitive as she 
used to be. With very little exception, all of 
the songs on this album consist of very 
typical impersonal, superficial and rather 
unfriendly pop-rock lyrics which are loaded 
with cliches—in fact, many of the lines and 
themes are lifted straight out of other recent 
pop songs. Joan no longer offers her au- 
dience the great originality, sensitivity, and 
honest expression that distinguished her 
earlier albums. 
Joan's decline can also be perceived in 
her music, which is no longer exploratory 
but entirely formulaic. The album is not 
conceived and built as a musical whole, but 
rather as a series of pop singles, every one 
overloaded with pointless trendy studio ef- 
fects. The album as a whole is smothered by 
synthesizers, which do not enhance any in- 
herent qualities of the song but rather cover 
up their deficits. A few songs, particularly 
Talking to the Wall," are musically in- 
teresting and well arranged, but these are 
rare glimmers—as a whole the album is en- 
tirely unstimulating. 
There is a clear correlation between the 
decline in quality of Joan's music and the 
decrease of her instrumental input. The 
strong and provocative character of her 
earlier music was always generated by her 
unique style of acoustic guitar playing. 
Although she has always employed aux 
iliary musicians, Joan used to be the leading 
instrumentalist in every piece. Now, in 
Secret Secrets, she only plays a subordinate 
part in the instrumentalization, and doesn't 
even play at all in more than half of the 
songs. Although she still writes all her own 
songs, she has become less dynamically in- 
volved in her music, and hence it has 
become stilted and formulaic, and rather 
unartistic. With this album Joan has gotten 
out of touch with her music as well as her au 
dience. 
Secret Secrets represents an unfortunate 
move for Joan Armatrading, from subject to 
object, from artist to industrialist. For those 
of you that are going to see her in Philadel- 
phia next week, I only hope that she proves 
to be her old irresistable self, and that she 
picks up her guitar again. 
story of the Women's Peace Camp at the 
Greenham Common Air Force Base in 
England, where ninety-six cruise missiles 
are being sited. The book opens with 
women's dreams and nightmares. It then 
asks, why civil disobedience? Why all- 
women? Why non-violence? The answers 
lie in personal accounts by thirty peace 
camp women, as well as in analysis by the 
authors themselves. 
This book makes clear that Greenham is 
giving hundreds of women the opportunity 
to take political action for the first time in 
their lives. The peace camp offers them the 
opportunity to use their imagination and 
emotions, as well as their intellects, in 
taking political action. In contrast, women 
describe Britain's traditional peace organi- 
zation, the Campaign for Nuclear Disarma- 
ment, as bureaucratic and "invariably run 
by blokes." One woman writes, "If you're 
a woman with no background in the peace 
movement, you sit at the back. I want to 
express what I'm feeling, but there's no 
space to do it here [at a CND meeting).'' 
At Greenham, women are able to take 
powerfully imaginative action. One group 
held a "keening" outside Parliament 
during a debate about whether to hold a 
referendum on the missile-basing issue. 
(The MPs voted it down.) In 1983, 30,000 
women "embraced the base" and on New 
Year's Day danced on the depot's half-built 
missile silos, after scaling the barbed-wire 
fence with ladders and carpeting. They also 
invented a collapsible "bender" shelter for 
fast decamping during daily evictions by 
bailiffs. 
One chapter analyzes media coverage: 
onnsn papers have cauea UM WMUMI 
"strident feminists," "harridans of 
Greenham Common," "burly lesbians," 
and "Amazon waifs and strays." A chapter 
on law recommends self-representation in 
court, arguing that using a lawyer can bog 
the court down in obscure legal points, pre- 
venting women from having their say. In a 
chapter on non-violence. Cook and Kirk 
warn that particular tactics like die-ins or 
going limp on arrest should never be 
allowed to Become "a new orthodoxy" - 
rules that women are expected to follow. 
No woman should feel obliged to risk arrest 
to "prove" her commitment or to act in 
any way that makes her uncomfortable. 
The authors mention but don't take a 
stand on the idea (often promoted by Helen 
Caldicott) that women are innately non- 
violent because they bear children. I dis- 
agree  with   that   notion,   and   wish  the 
reprinted from 
Top 40 music misogynist 
by Lauren Liss 
After hearing Alix Dobkin we may never 
again listen to the Rolling Stones in quite 
the same way. In a multi-media presentation 
on April 4, Dobkin examined the image of 
women as portrayed in current top 40 
music. 
A celebrated singer/songwriter in her own 
right, Dobkin opened the evening with a 
history of women in rock'n'roll. Her discus- 
sion underlined the blatant discrimination 
of women in both the production and per- 
formance sides of the music industry. She 
also explained how images which objectify 
and condone violence against women 
operate in many facets of music. These im- 
ages are projected structurally through 
violent rhythms and offensive lyrics and also 
through advertizing such as the exploitation 
of women on album covers and in the ne,w 
wave of music videos. 
The discussion wound up with a startling 
audio-visual display that left the audience 
SOME GIRLS 
White girls they're pretty funny 
Sometimes they drive me mad 
Black girls just want to get fucked all night 
I just don't have that much jam 
Chinese girls are so gentle 
They're really such a tease. . . 
gaping as they heard their favorite bands 
break into yet another refrain of "you-know- 
you-want-it-baby" or "if-you-leave-me-l'll- 
kill-you" type verse. Among the offenders 
were expected favorites like the Stones, Iron 
Maiden and AC/DC as well as some surprise 
entries like James Taylor, Steely Dan. Elvis 
Costello and Billy Joel. Dobkin called for 
the sharpening of our faculties of 
discrimination when listening to apparently 
neutral music. 
Dobkin does see some advances being 
made in the pop industry. She pointed to the 
recent trend of a freer expression of sexuali- 
ty and the 'new breed' of women artists like 
Annie Lennox, Cyndi Lauperand Madonna. 
However, with the likelihood that one out of 
every three women in this country will be 
raped at least once in her life, we cannot ig- 
nore the role of rock music in perpetuating 
harmful stereotypes of women and pro- 
moting violence against women. 
BROWN SUGAR 
(About Black Slave Women 
Hear him whip the women just 
around midnight 
Brown sugar you dance so good 
Brown sugar, just like a Black girl should 
authors had said what they think. Neither 
do they address the contention of some 
feminists that anti-nuclear action distracts 
feminists from "women's issues," again a 
notion with which I disagree, but that 
deserves discussion. 
Diary of an Activist is a forty-five-page 
home-made book, available by writing the 
author. In it, Lynn Bonfield records her 
sixteen days in detention camp and jail with 
500 other women arrested for a 1983 
blockade of Livermore Labs, California's 
military thinktank. Bonfield's aim is to 
show that jail can be an educational exper- 
ience, an exhilarating experience, or, at 
least, a bearable experience. Clearly, jail is 
different and worse for the "general popu- 
lation." Part of the civil disobedients' 
education is finding that out; part of the 
exhilaration comes from support other in- 
mates give them. 
The journal opens at four a.m. the day of 
the blockade, and ends sixteen days later, 
when the last of the 500 detained "Jane 
Does" agree to give their names and be 
arraigned. In between is a factual record of 
The Sojourner 
what went on at the makeshift and largely 
open-air detention center. Bonfield records 
the pain of tight handcuffs on arrest, the 
strip search, cold nights, bad food, 
boredom, and arbitrary rule-setting by 
guards. 
But she also describes positive actions 
women took to make their stay a growth 
experience. They held daily workshops at 
the detention center on the history of Liver- 
more Labs, on the anti-war movement and 
repression, on legal defense and conversion 
efforts. "The Elders" shared their decades- 
long political histories. Lesbians ran 
coming-out and lesbian-straight sharing 
sessions. Costume parties were improvised, 
as well as a full-moon celebration, medita- 
tion sessions, and a gay pride march. 
Any woman who has thought about 
visiting Seneca or Greenham, but hasn't 
yet, may want to after reading these books. 
Any woman thinking about doing civil dis- 
obedience to protest militarism, rape, 
racism, or homophobia, will get a picture of 
what it might be like by reading any of these 
books—ideally, all. llnB <WB, 
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Lacrosse team 
sticks together 
by Snoozer Archer 
Moments like these demand the use of 
the innumerable amount of cliches that 
exist in the minds of all sportswriters. "A 
young green team with promise," (they do 
have green outfits that are nicely matched 
with yellow), and the bi-College favorite 
"they fought the game hard, but they lost" 
can now be used to describe the Bryn Mawr 
College lacrosse team. After each game, 
this team has picked themselves up and 
dusted themselves off and in the true man-/ 
ner of John Wayne (you know him. he or 
co-starred with Katharines Hepburp^^uiey 
have reentered the fray. ScHarSfhey have a 
winless season but it is definitely not due to 
a lack of effort. They have been training 
since February in the early morning hours at 
the gym, and then off to Florida over Spring 
Break for a week of hard work (though 
Rachel Baker did come back with a suspi- 
ciously dark tan). But no matter the hard 
work and effort, they cannot compete 
against teams that have members who have 
been waving lacrosse sticks in their cribs 
(like baby Donato) and who put the San 
Francisco 49ers starting defense line to 
shame. 
The team members are trying very hard 
to make up for the loss of nine varsity 
members with juniors Jenny Trimble and 
Rachel Baker being the only players with a 
defense background. These two really throw 
themselves into their job as between the two 
of their heads they have a total of ten 
stitches. The toll of this "baptism by fire" is 
revealed by the number of players in the 
training room with Lizzie Schmidt having 
problems with her knees and Heather 
Stewart barely having any knees left. 
Playing against such tough competitors 
has proved an asset in many ways though. 
Goalie Pam Innes is getting a great deal of 
practice as balls whiz every which way 
around her, and first timer Kari Mordhoy as 
center is learning the meaning of endurance 
the old-fashioned way, she is earning it. As a 
rookie she is doing remarkably well, with a 
goal to her credit and improving with each 
game. Freshman jock Lauren Suraci has 
been playing her best consistently and is 
always finding some way to score regardless 
of the mass of opponents around her. 
Coach Leigh Donato is ever praising this 
team who continues to fight even while they 
are being killed (sounds like a bunch of sui- 
cidal crazies, personally). Coach Donato fur- 
ther stated that the team has "learned a lot 
from these games" and will take such expe- 
rience into their future matches and she is 
confident that by the end of the season the 
team's performance will be short of extraor- 
dinary. So if you want to see a team with 
"real guts" (before they all end up in the 
hospital) this month come watch a few 
lacrosse games. Don't bother if blood 
makes you a little squeemish. 
Thursday, April 18 
Friday, April 19 
Fri.-Sun., April 19-21 
Monday, April 22 
Tuesday, April 23 
Tuesday, April 23 
Wednesday, April 24 
Friday, April 26 
Friday, April 26 
Saturday, April 27 
Sunday, April 28 
Monday, April 29 
Tuesday, April 30 
Schwartz Events 
Tennis vs. Widener 
Lacrosse vs. Phila. Textile 
Tennis at Seven Sisters 
Athletic Association Banquet 
Lacrosse vs. Beaver 
Tennis vs. Haverford 
Tennis vs. Immaculata 
Lacrosse vs. Beaver 
Tennis vs. (Jrsinus 
Tulip Trot 
Triathlon 
Lacrosse vs. Chestnut Hill 
Tennis vs. Moravian 
Away 3PM 
Away 4PM 
Mt. Holyoke 
Rhoads, 6PM 
Away 4PM 
Home 3:30PM 
Away 2:30PM 
Away 4PM 
Away 3PM 
Schwartz Gym 
Schwartz Gym 
Away 4PM 
Home 4PM 
Tulip trot needs trotters 
by Anne Robbins 
The day: Saturday, April 27th. The time: 
1:00 p.m. (so you don't even have to get out 
of bed early). The event: the Bryn Mawr Col- 
lege 'Tulip Trot." Yes, sports fans, the time 
has come for all of you who have been spen- 
ding afternoons staring longingly out of the 
library windows to break out your running 
shoes and hit the roads, because the Tulip 
Trot" is just around the corner. And, there's 
lots of reasons for you to run. 
First, it's free: Bryn Mawr students don't 
have to pay the entry fee. Secondly, 
refreshments will be served at the end of the 
race. Thirdly, the field looks to be a little 
weaker this year. George Sheehan, author of 
many books about running and 
transcendental experiences (I forget all the 
titles, and I forget everything he said except 
that he didn't shower after working out on 
his lunch hour because perspiration brought 
about by exercise is completely devoid of 
odor; I harbor doubts about this) will not be 
returning this year. 1 also have it on good 
authority that Grete Waitz, Mary Decker 
Tabb and Joan Benoit have declined their 
invitations. Don't get too complacent, 
though, because my father might be runn- 
ing (all right, I know he's not George 
Sheehan, but everybody be really nice to 
him because if he gives up running I won't 
be able to "borrov/1 running shorts from him 
any more). Also, my friend Beth is probably 
going to run, and Emily might run. Then 
again, she might not. 
Seriously, though, if you want more infor- 
mation about the race, call Cindy Hooper at 
x6366 or x6365; applications are available 
at the gym. And even if you won't be runn- 
ing, stop by the gym on race day, because 
between 11:30 and 3:00 the gym will be full 
of exhibits—shoe and foot evaluations, 
blood pressure testing and booths stocked 
by running shoe stores are all on tap. Addi- 
tionally, I have heard rumors of body fat 
testing, so I will warn you—this is from per- 
sonal experience—that unless both your 
ego and body are in very good shape, steer 
well clear of John Kalohn and the calipers. 
Track season kicks off 
by Janet Lewis 
The Bryn Mawr-Haverford track club 
began its season at Rutgers University. 
Coach Riley was satisfied with her team's 
overall performance against this tough Divi- 
sion I school. Top runs were turned in by 
Elida Wylie, Cathy Pappas, Amy Rosen- 
baum, with Michele Schasberger and Jenny 
Palches hitting personal best times in their 
events. 
This past weekend was a success as the 
track team finished second to Swarthmore 
beating both Widener and Beaver College. 
Individual effort from this team did not go 
unrewarded. A talented freshman, Julie 
Thoburn, placed first in the shotput event 
with a throw of 31 feet 6% inches. This was 
at least 5 feet farther than the second place 
throw. Dorothy Payne showed great stamina 
as she finished first in the mile, came back a 
half hour later and finished third in the 880 
and then came back an hour later to help 
the mile relay capture a first place. Other 
members showing their stamina on the 
track were Cathy Pappas and Amy Rosen- 
baum. 
Coach Riley attributes her team's good 
performances to their serious training. They 
take morning runs, work out for two hours 
in the afternoon, and on top of all this, they 
lift weights regularly. This dedicated team is 
training to peak on April 27 for the Mt. St. 
Mary Invitational. Sprinters and middle 
distance runners will be tapering, hoping to 
hit personal best times so as to finish the 
season with a bang. 
INDIVIDUAL HIGHLIGHTS 
April 6 
Cathy Pappas 400m 64.16 4th 
Elida Wiley 200 m 27.15 2nd 
Amy Rosenbaum 3000 m 11:43.8 2nd 
Michele Schasberger 5000m 22:24.47 4th 
Jenny Palches 800m 2.32.0 2nd 
April 13 
Dorothy Payne 1 mi 5:44 1st 
880 2:43.96 3rd 
Amy Rosenbaum 2 mi 12:31 1st 
1 mi 2nd 
Cathy Pappas long jump 2nd 
440 2nd 
440 hurdles 2nd 
